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The Dead Sea 

 
 

Levantine Arabic transcript: 
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English translation: 

 
We have a few seas or lakes in and around Palestine: the Dead Sea, the Mediterranean 
Sea, and the Lake of Tabariyah. The Dead Sea is the saltiest known sea. Palestinians 
benefit from it in a number of ways. For instance, the farmers extract the minerals after 
evaporating the water. The mud itself is used for health purposes. People rub it on their 
skin as one of the ways to get rid of certain illnesses, not to mention that the water of the 
Dead Sea is a potent way to fight and heal some forms of skin disease. Finally, swimming 
in the Dead Sea is so easy. Due to its extremely salty water, people can float on the 
surface. The Dead Sea is close to the city of Jericho. Therefore, people from Jericho have 
become accustomed to going there to relax. The weather there is usually mild in winter 
and hot in summer, which makes it ideal for swimming and tourist vacations. As well, 
many schools arrange for students’ tours to the area around the end of the school year. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
About CultureTalk: CultureTalk is produced by the Five College Center for the Study of World 
Languages and housed on the LangMedia Website. The project provides students of language and culture 
with samples of people talking about their lives in the languages they use everyday. The participants in 
CultureTalk interviews and discussions are of many different ages and walks of life. They are free to 
express themselves as they wish. The ideas and opinions presented here are those of the participants. 
Inclusion in CultureTalk does not represent endorsement of these ideas or opinions by the Five College 
Center for the Study of World Languages, Five Colleges, Incorporated, or any of its member institutions: 
Amherst College, Hampshire College, Mount Holyoke College, Smith College and the University of 
Massachusetts at Amherst.  
 
© 2003-2010 Five College Center for the Study of World Languages and Five Colleges, Incorporated 


