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Gender Roles Changing with Time 

 
 

Levantine Arabic transcript: 
 

8. 4/6 46دات آ!4ن آD<  ..مC آ)4A..وا"@?4"<= أن4 >9; أن' ن7849 6)5  وا"40دات01culture/. م','ع ا"*)()'ر وال: ا"! أة
C4 وه. أح<4ن4 ,   ز41دةمA>< .DJK@تM1="4< NOأ Pد'Q'م C4رت.. >@('ن 01/. مO .ص هNS T4, أنA>(6 .ت0'دت , Tأو آ4ن
  ...دور ا" WQ وM1,  إن' اXهW ه<V إن' دور ا"! أة culture>4ل

  01/. زي ا"40دات وا"@?4"<= مND؟: ا"! أة Y(S ا"(4م< ا
إن' اXدوار ا"). >@?'م 4A>8 ا"[T واXدوار ,  أو 6)5 ا"/'ع ا\M6 gender .64!@Q الS)</. أح(...X >9(. مND إن@.: ا"! أة

_(>?D"4ن<_ اD"4ء اJ6X4< ه' >?'م WQ "وا aJb"وا c/)"وا d]!"4 اA>(6 .إن@. أن' ا"! أة ه WQ "ا"). ><?'م ا ,P < We@K< , W!0<
_(>?D"6!4ل اXش<4ء ا")., اXداور إح/4 ..اX4ه4 إآ@[4بأن4 >?'ل ه4ي ا/J]@س ة, اآXا WSدا T6إن', 01/. ت'ز C01/. إن@. "!4 ..م

'@iت ;j1  >eO 'وه V/<آ4س@'ا, ت0'دي إ W]e1 ,_>64!@Qه4ي أدوار إ . k4ل وا"[@4ت مQ "4 اA>8 8. أدوار >?'م'ا lه
m0< ,_>64!@Q\4ت اJزي ا"!/4س m0< k4 مA>8 س 1_ إن' ه..زي ال,  >?'م'اXو"<4ت اn]!"ا _O4SWQ (" 4ي ")! أة وه4ي .X ,

. Xن' ا"[We@K@< T ز4A1 زي ا" P < WQ..أن' اXدوار..e@@< q6<  ه4ي 01/. هWj8l" ."'p l..أن4 >?'ل ا"!* وض 01/.
أن4 . ه=ا آD<  آD<  مqA. وا4J6Xء وا"![nو"<4ت ا"!* وض ت('ن م4Kرآ_, و>4"@4". ا4J6Xء ا"!* وض ت('ن واXس ة م4Kرآ_

إذا ا"! أة , >0"4< W(c. ,'ع ا"sآ'ر واXن4ث واXدوار ا"). >@?'م 4A>8 ا"! أة واXدوار ا"). >?'م 4A>8 ا" WQ>9(. 6)5 م'
, X أن4J/Q .)9< 4 إل Q/;, أن4 م4 >9(. م/84[_. آ4نT م'v*_ أن4 >?'ل إنq6 4A >@?'م >4J6uء >c)0"4 ه. أآD  مM ا" WQ ح@5

m0< kم .P < We@Kو>4"@4". "!4 ا"! أة ت ,aJb4 >=ه4 تA@>< 5(6 kQ د, تwوXه4 ت=رس ا=< ,y>4نD"ا T>J"6!4ل اu< ه4 ت?'م=< .
WQ "ا Mب م'(bم C4"@4". م<..P >D4ء آJ64 أA>(6 ش*@. 48"! أة . ND4ل مQ "ل ا'pأن4 أ C>(8"ام'ن'p " 4/1ن4ح<_ ح@5 د Mم

"@4". أن4 >?'ل ا"!* وض اXدوار ت@'زع >4K!"4رآ_ و>b0< .4. ")! أة آD<  ح?'ق >c إح/4 مC 46رM>8 آ<Y ن4A?Jb أو إن*sه4
  .X. م40دتC ا"! أة زي أول 64p=ة >c< T>J"4 ت >. وwد وتaJb وتX .M|0ن' هl ا"! أة م/@|_, >@W!9 ا"![nو"<4ت

  
 

English translation: 

 

Woman: I mean, the subject of folklore and culture and norms and traditions, I like to preserve 
… not all of it -- we have some traditions that are too much. You cling too it, while sometimes it 
is not found in the religion … you … that is it … it became … you became used to it … and you 
have in the culture the parents like this. That is, the role of the woman, the role of man -- where?  
 
Woman behind the camera: Like the traditions … [not clear]. 
 
Woman: No, I say, for example, you … let me speak of gender of the social kind … yes … the 
social kind. That the roles performed by the lady and the roles performed by the man ….  
You…the woman…has to wipe, sweep, and cook, and the man does the remaining duties, the 
heavy [ones]: he works outside; he works the heavy jobs …the things that are .… I say that these 
roles … we acquired them.  I mean they were distributed inside the family, not that it is [a 
given], I mean you get your son used to making his bed when he is young, to wash his cup --  
these are social roles. Now there are roles performed by men and ladies together, such as social 
occasions they perform together…especially responsibilities.  The responsibility is like this: this 
is for the woman, and this is for the man.  No, I say it should be … I mean. This is changing 
nowadays -- you may say to the better, because the lady is working outside like the man; thus, 
the duties should be shared between the family, and the duties and responsibilities should  
shared.  This is very, very important, I say, on the subject of males and females, and the roles 



performed by the woman and the roles performed by the man, on the contrary.  If the woman is 
employed, I say that she is performing duties, on the contrary, even more than man. I do not say 
competition, no -- I say side by side, together. Thus, when the woman works outside and returns 
home, she wants to cook; she wants to teach the kids; she wants to perform the other tasks of the 
house.  Thus, it is not required of the man, you see. So she will have many duties, so why would 
I say, for example, that “men are the protectors and maintainers of women.”1 From one side, 
even our religion gives the woman many rights, but we do not know how to apply it or 
implement it. Thus, I say the roles should be distributed according to responsibility, in carrying 
out duties … ah … because the woman is producing; the woman is not like before --  she is not 
sitting at home raising kids, cooking, and making dough -- no, on the contrary.  
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1 Part of a verse in the Quran (4,34).  


