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Levantine Arabic transcript: 
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English translation: 
  

Woman: We have attended many conferences that discussed integration. We found out that our 
area specifically, in Palestine here, that integration is highly successful and ahead of many 
developed countries. There are papers, and research and documents that prove this trend.  I mean 
… umm … they are very pleased with these facts. They are pleased that despite the fact that we 
are a financially simple community, we accept these people [disabled students]; perhaps the 
conditions that it [the community] went through make it more committed to help these people. 
 
There is no doubt that the disabilities, due to accidents or other reasons such as … ah … an 
illness -- unfortunately many cases we have are due to genetic reasons, about which our society 
still needs to be educated, such as the effects of relative marriage [marriage between cousins] 
which causes children to be disabled. All other agencies and we try to educate parents and the 
community around us to this highly important issue.  
 
… ah … in addition, we can say that having a disabled child in the house represents a problem 
itself. … ah … no matter how educated a person is and no matter how religious he is, no matter 
how many people he has to help, the fact of having a disabled student – sorry, a child -- in the 
house represents a shock … ah … and each person reacts differently than others in how to accept 
this child. So I … ah … I wish that we reach the level of accepting this child, just as we do with 
any normal child. I mean, to be honest, until now there are people who reject such a child … the 
mere fact that a child is born a female, not a male1… not to mention when this female child is 
born with a special need or disabled.  
 
By opening the gates of our school, we open the doors of life in front of them so that they can 
live and prove themselves just like any other normal person. We hear about many great persons 
with disabilities such as Beethoven, Taha Hussein, ummm … Helen Keller … ah … many of 
them have reached high levels in the world … ah … although their circumstances were much 
harder than these nowadays, as there are many people now who are specialists in this field and 
understand the work required and help the disabled … ah … so we also must help them; we must 
stand by and support them.      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
1 The speaker is trying to say that until today, there are people in her community who favor a son over a daughter as 
boys are highly desired in most Arab communities.  
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