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A Palestinian House 

 
Levantine Arabic transcript: 
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English translation: 

 
Salam:  Welcome.  This is the entrance to the house.  We’re going to go into the house.  
Welcome.  First, here we have the sitting room.  This room is for the family or those 
close to the family.  We stay up here and watch television.  Sometimes we eat here, if it’s 
a light meal.  If someone very close to us comes to visit, we sit here and stay up.  But if 
it’s someone not so close, we sit in the guest room downstairs.   
 
This is the first bedroom in the house.  My brother and I sleep here.  We spend most of 
our time here studying; we spend time on the computer here; we study here -- we also 
sleep here. My brother and I spend most of our time here.  We put my little sister’s toys 
here. We spend time in here to sleep and to study.   
 
This is the second bedroom, my mother and father’s bedroom.  This is the main bedroom 
in the house.  This is where the mother and father sleep.  And … that’s it.   
 
This is the third bedroom.  My two sisters sleep here.  My sister, who is in Tawjihi, lives 
here.  She does most of her studying in this room.  So this room is almost always in use, 
because my sister reads here, so … and she sleeps here.  So …. 
 
This is the Western bathroom.  This bathroom is for taking showers.  This bathroom is 
Western, meaning it’s not Arabic.  It’s not the Arabic model.1  Any guests who come to 
our house use this bathroom.   

                                                 
1 The Western bathroom features a commode, as opposed to a floor-level toilet, and also includes a bath 
and/or shower. 



 
Here we have the kitchen.  It is for cooking.  Sometimes we eat here at the table.  Anyone 
who wants to eat comes to the kitchen.  My mother cooks here.  If we have guests, we eat 
here at the table.   
 
This is the Arabic bathroom.  They don’t have this in the Western world.  Only the Arabs 
have this.  Most Arab countries have this kind of bathroom. 
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