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Life in the Camp 

 
Levantine Arabic transcript: 
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English translation: 
 

Life at Al-Amari Camp 

Woman (white scarf): First, we live at Al-Amari Camp. First, there are so many people. Second, 
you can say that we live a very poor life, because it’s very expensive and there are no jobs for 
people, and we have our children’s problems. I mean our kids always have troubles regarding 
studying. Some want to study, others don’t.  
 
Woman (black scarf): Because they are under pressure. They are pressured; because they are 
under so much pressure. I mean they cannot visit their friends or relatives. They are trapped; the 
army [she means Israeli army] attacked the camp, I don’t know what, -- because of things like 
these children cannot focus. Our children are failing [in] their study completely -- regarding 
children, I mean students. They don’t like to study at all -- why? 
 
Woman behind camera: how is life, I mean how do you live? 
 



Woman (black scarf): Life, thank God, is hard. It’s very, very hard, I mean. You can’t imagine it. 
Everyone abroad is comfortable, except for the people in Palestine in general. I don’t know why, 
but everything is dead. Life, especially in our camp, is harder than others ... ah … just like I’m 
telling you, I mean. If you sit at home and talk to the children and ask them what the matter is, 
they will tell you that they can’t study, they can’t go out. The reason is because the army attacks 
the camp. Why [don’t you study]? “I want to wear nice clothes.” You can’t dress them decently -
- life is hard and expensive. “I want to be like the other students that I see; I want this amount of 
pocket-money.” It’s not enough. The father is an employee, for instance, supporting 12 people. I 
mean there are so many people in the same situation. There are people who do better and others 
who are very poor, I mean. We belong to the middle class, I mean.  
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