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Bridal Departure Ceremony
The Rukhsati or bride’s departure is a very important and symbolic ritual of the larger wedding ceremony. It marks the departure of the bride from her parent’s house and care to that of her husband’s and in-law’s (since the joint-family system is still quite dominant in both urban and rural parts of the country). The bride’s family walks with her and the groom to see her off. The sister(s) of the bride generally hold(s) her dress to prevent her from tripping and also provide emotional support to her (mostly in a subtle manner) from the stage (where the bride and groom generally sit) to where the groom’s car is waiting. The brother(s) (and sometimes the father) hold a copy of the Quran on top of her head to bless the marriage. This act symbolizes the shadow of the protection and guidance of the Quran, which the family hopes is always on her. 

The groom’s car is generally decorated with flowers to mark the joyous occasion. 

Before leaving for her new abode the bride’s family hugs and kisses her. This is a very emotional time for the family (both female and male members) and many a tear is shed. 
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