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English translation:  

 
Interviewer: Are you married? 
 
Shopkeeper: Yes. Just recently got (married). 
 
Interviewer: So your children live here only? 
 
Shopkeeper: No, [the] children aren’t here. They are in the village.  
 
Interviewer: They live in the village? In Tharparkar? So do they study over there? 
 
Shopkeeper: No, no. I just got married recently; it’s just been eight months. 
 
Interviewer: Oh, alright. 
 
Shopkeeper: My wife has a B.Sc degree but she is not studying these days. She’s just 
living there only with in-laws.  
 
Interviewer: Where has she received her B.Sc degree from? 
 
Shopkeeper: Tando Mohammad Khan (in the) Mirpurkhas District. 
 
Interviewer: Okay. And how much have you studied? 
 
Shopkeeper: I’ve passed my second year of Inter1. 
 
Interviewer: Alright. You received (your degree) from the same place? 
 
Shopkeeper: No I studied in Hyderabad2.  
 
Interviewer: From Hyderabad. So what are the schools etc like in your village? Are there 
schools…?” 
 

                                                 
1 Inter is commonly used to refer to the ‘Intermediate’ level in Pakistan. In the local education system in 
Pakistan a 10-year school degree is called ‘Metric’ and a two year degree after that at the college level 
(generally F.Sc or F.A.) is called the Inter or Intermediate degree. 
2 Not to be confused with Hyderabad in India. Hyderabad (Pakistan) is located in the province of Sindh and 
is the second largest city in the province after Karachi. Many people from smaller villages, towns and cities 
in the province often come to Hyderabad for educational purposes since they often don’t have access to the 
same educational facilities in their areas. 



Shopkeeper: There used to be, when I was studying. But now there’s nothing there.  
 
Interviewer: Now no one goes (to the schools) there anymore? 
 
Shopkeeper: Now there are just donkeys roaming there. How should I explain to you? 
(He’s implying that the place is completely abandoned). 
 
Interviewer: So the children over there don’t study then?  
 
Shopkeeper: Very few study (in the sense of going to school). In our village there 
is…what’s that school called? (Asks his cousin) KGN? Army Public School. The 
standard of that school is relatively better. But once children grow up the environment 
gets tainted and is not good. That’s the reason why we come here (to the city of Karachi). 
 
Interviewer: And how many of you run this shop of yours? 
 
Shopkeeper: We are about two people you can say.  
 
Interviewer: Two people. You and your brother? 
 
Shopkeeper: Yes, me, my brother and this is my cousin.  
 
Interviewer: And how old are you? 
 
Shopkeeper: My (age) is 24 years old. 
 
Interviewer: So you’ve been working for five years here (which means that) you started 
working here when you were 19 years old? 
 
Shopkeeper: Yes, that’s right. 
 
Interviewer: Thank you.  
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