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Azad Kashmir’s Independence from Pakistan
Urdu transcript:
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English translation:
Interviewer: I wanted to ask to what how independent the government of Azad Kashmir
is. Which departments and to what extent are they independent? Which departments are
responsible to the government of Pakistan?
Woman: Now thankfully… should I speak in Urdu?
Interviewer: Yes, sure.
Woman: Now, thankfully, the government of Kashmir has become much more
independent. Previously we could not do anything without the government of Pakistan.
But now we have a very good government in Azad Kashmir, especially our Prime
Minister, Mr. Sardar Rafiq Ahmed Khan. It is because of his efforts that a lot of good
work has been done, and many governmental departments have become independent. We
do not need anyone to look over or interfere in our government anymore. Earlier we
would have to talk to the Prime Minister of Pakistan, ask him… but it is true that the
government of Pakistan does support and encourage us a lot. For example, when the
earthquake hit on October 8, 2005, Pakistan sent in a lot of aid to Azad Kashmir. They
did a lot of work here. If it were not for Pakistan’s support we might not have been able
to recover to this extent. When the earthquake resistance happened in Kashmir, the Prime
Minister, Mr. Sardar Sikander Hayat Khan, openly claimed that he had become the Prime
Minister of a graveyard. He felt he could not do anything. But we would like to thank the
USA, and UNO, and the big NGOs who helped us a lot. And I think this is thanks to our
Prime Minister and the President of Pakistan that we were able to receive all this aid. It’s
because he goes to America, England, and other countries to establish sound international
relations. Previously the Presidents did not do that. What we need to do is establish
international relations, which I feel are growing now. International relations are the basic
thing for the progress of any countries. So international relations are finally improving
now. Journalists from America, Britain and other countries are coming here. And we are
very happy that our international relations are improving, and everyone is coming to
Pakistan. Everyone should come to Pakistan, and even we should visit America and
Britain and see different places. Those people really support us a lot. We are ready to do
anything with them. We are very happy with them.
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