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Effect of Kashmiri Division on Families
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English translation:
Interviewer: How does the line of demarcation between Azad Kashmir and Indian
Kashmir affect the local people of Kashmir? And what do you think the two governments
should do about it?
Woman: The line.…
Interviewer: The border, on the other side of which many people have their relatives….
Woman: About the border, I’d like to say that there are a lot of Kashmiris who have not
met their families for about twelve to fourteen years, because they live on the other side
of the border. Their mothers and fathers have died across the border, and they are in
agony here. Even at the death of their mothers they were not given permission to cross
the border, to see them one last time. We are very disappointed that a lot of people here
are miserable, because they were unable to meet their families one last time before they
died. Many times people have died across the border and their relatives didn’t even find
out. It is very disappointing and sad when you hear of someone who has died on the other
side, because it simply not possible to visit them. If I didn’t see my mother one last time,
I would be sad for the rest of my life. So people are very aggrieved by that, because many
of them left their families there. Therefore we must do something for these people
because they are very miserably distressed. If one of their family members dies on the
other side they can’t even hope to visit them, see them one last time and take part in their
last rituals. There definitely must be something done about this. Why are these people
referred to as terrorists or most wanted? They should not be called that. In fact they
should be allowed to visit. For example, the Kashmir bus service, it should run. We need
more facilities like that. People from that side should get an opportunity to come here,
and we should get the opportunity to go there -- that’s the only way we’ll learn about
each other.
Interviewer: Thank you.
Woman: Thank you.
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