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English translation:
Interviewer: Greetings
Man: Greetings
Interviewer: For how have you lived here?
Man: We crossed the border in 1990, and lived in Kamsak for approximately ten years.
After the earth quake we moved here. We have lived here for about two and a half years
now. We moved here from Occupied Kashmir.
Interviewer: Why did you cross the border?
Man: The India army was bothering us. They were using violence and injustice against
us. This is why we moved to Azad Kashmir.
Interviewer: Now where do you live?

Man: We live in Muzzafarabad, Shelabandi. It’s next to Nisar Camp. It’s called Ishtiaq
Shaheed Camp.
Interviewer: So how do you spend your day? What work do you do?
Man: During the day I work at a shop, called Azad Kashmir Shawl house. Apart from
that, the day passes by very well. The government of Pakistan is treating us very well,
apart from that the people of Pakistan are also doing a lot for us. At eight o’ clock in the
morning I go to work at the shop. I earn RS 4000. I come back at about eight o’ clock and
spend time with my children. I have two sons. One of them is nine years old and the other
is eight months. My older son goes to school.
Interviewer: Do you ever take the children out for fun?
Man: On Sundays we go out around Muzaffarabad to have some fun.
Interviewer: Are you happy with life?
Man: Yes, I am happy.
Interviewer: Would you say something?
Woman: If you ask something
Interviewer: How do you spend your day?
Woman: The days pass by well. I have two little children. In the morning they get up, I
make them breakfast, then later my younger son is with me, and the day goes up like that.
Interviewer: How many types of food can you cook?
Woman: All types.
Interviewer: Which Kashmiri dishes do you like?
[In the background] Kashmiri Tea.
Woman: Kashmiri food… there is ghustaway… there are many Kashmiri dishes.
rishtay…
Interviewer: What is your husband’s favorite dish?
Woman: [laughs] He likes rishtay.
Interviewer: What is that made with?

Woman: It has meat in it… minced meat.
Interviewer: Do you use a lot of vegetables?
Woman: Yes.
Interviewer: Is this your mother?
Woman: Yes.
Interviewer: Give her the mike, she will say something. It’s okay even if it is in Kashmiri.
Woman: The days go by well; we eat and drink well, but we have no peace. There is
always a feeling of tension. Two of my sons died in the earthquake, and now there is just
always a feeling of tension.
Interviewer: Can you say something (to the older lady)?
Older lady: What do I say? Should I talk in Kashmiri?
Interviewer: Yes, in any language….

About CultureTalk: CultureTalk is produced by the Five College Center for the Study of World
Languages and housed on the LangMedia Website. The project provides students of language and culture
with samples of people talking about their lives in the languages they use everyday. The participants in
CultureTalk interviews and discussions are of many different ages and walks of life. They are free to
express themselves as they wish. The ideas and opinions presented here are those of the participants.
Inclusion in CultureTalk does not represent endorsement of these ideas or opinions by the Five College
Center for the Study of World Languages, Five Colleges, Incorporated, or any of its member institutions:
Amherst College, Hampshire College, Mount Holyoke College, Smith College and the University of
Massachusetts at Amherst.
© 2003-2009 Five College Center for the Study of World Languages and Five Colleges, Incorporated

