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Kashmiri PM’s Wife - Opinion on Women and Work
Urdu transcript:
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English translation:
Interviewer: How independent do you think women are in your society…Women who are
educated, compared to women who aren’t educated?
Lady: No religion gives women more rights and privileges than Islam. So I’m actually
not too in favor of women’s rights. This is because women look better when they are in
certain relationships. You’ve come from abroad; you would know that women there have
no value. A woman earns, she works like a machine, but she has no value. She works like
a machine all week, and spends the weekend alone or with her children or friends. Here,
thankfully, when a woman leaves the house everyone knows she has a father, husband
and brother. But abroad you can’t really make this judgment. So I think a woman should
only be given enough independence within which she can maintain her respect. Because
you’ve seen [that] women have no value or respect in Europe and America. So here,
thankfully, it’s different. And everywhere I go, I tell girls and young women that they
should be independent but within limits. You should not desire the type of independence
that makes you lose your respect. And I feel a society where women have no respect is.…
Interviewer: A society like [that] is not successful?
Lady: No, it can be successful. Women in Europe are successful, they are at top
positions, and they work and earn a lot of money.
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