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Kashmiri PM’s Wife: On the Beauty and Language of Kashmir
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English translation:
There are a lot of things that are unique to Kashmir and cannot be found anywhere else in
the world. For example, the fruits, apples from Kashmir are famous all over the world.
The best apples in the world are grown in Kashmir. There are a lot of things about
Kashmir…what all should I tell you?
Interviewer: Why do people call Kashmir heaven? There are other places like
Switzerland that are so beautiful.
Lady: No. Switzerland has become beautiful now after much work. It’s been polished to
look beautiful. I’ve seen all those places. They have become beautiful now. But the
beauty of Azad Kashmir is unparalleled, especially those parts that are closer to India.
Just yesterday I went to this place, and I was thinking, in fact I said it to the people who I
was traveling with, that there is no place on earth that is more beautiful than Kashmir. If
you go towards Nepal or further north, you’ll see there that the grass alone is so beautiful
there -- it looks like there are carpets strewn on the ground. Kashmir isn’t Muzaffarabad.
[Inaudible words] Kashmir is a very beautiful place.
Interviewer: I would like to ask you about language… how widely used do you think the
Kashmiri language is here?

Lady: Previously we didn’t have any programs to promote the Kashmiri language. This is
because after every two to five kilometers the dialect changes here. So the typical
Kashmiri language was never promoted. However, our present Prime Minister plans to
start a program to promote the language. We know for sure that Kashmir will soon get
independence. Then we will need our language and we will work on that. But before this,
there weren’t any programs to promote Kashmiri language.
Interviewer: Thank you so much.
Lady: Thank you.
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