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Selling Pakistani Jewelry in Kashmir
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English translation:
Shopkeeper: Assalamalaikum.
Interviewer: So for how long have you been doing this jewelry business?
Shopkeeper: It’s been (about) 15 to 20 years doing this.
Interviewer: Your shop was here only?
Shopkeeper: Yes, in Muzzaffarabad. (unclear sound)
Interviewer: What kinds of jewelry (do you) have?

Shopkeeper: Here (I) have Indian, Singaporean, variety (an assortment) from Dubai…
Pakistani...
Interviewer: Where does it come from?
Shopkeeper: From Pakistan, from Dubai, Singapore, different cities.
Interviewer: (And) from Kashmir?
Shopkeeper: No, this is made in Pakistan. This (kind of stuff) is just not made in
Kashmir.
Interviewer: So show me… (unclear sound)
Shopkeeper: Look here, in front of you are some sets. These are from abroad. Some are
made in Pakistan also. This has a variety from Dubai also. These bangles etcetera, these
are from abroad.
Interviewer: So what are your usual earnings?
Shopkeeper: I don’t understand what you’re asking.
Interviewer: What are your earnings?
Shopkeeper: It depends on the (gold) prices. It can cost fifteen thousand, twenty
thousand, fifty thousand… Most of the time, fifteen thousand (unclear sentence)
Interviewer: So do you spend your whole day in your shop?
Shopkeeper: Yes, I stay here all day.
Interviewer: Do you have bridal jewelry?
Shopkeeper: Yes. Here in front is the display of bridal sets-these. We prepare these for
brides. And these are to go with lehengas (skirts).
Interviewer: For lehengas?
Shopkeeper: Yes, this is the lehenga variety. We prepare bangles of this kind also. They
are displayed here in this box. These bangles, right here, they come from abroad most of
the time…from Dubai.
Interviewer: There isn’t any Kashmiri jewelry?
Shopkeeper: Kashmiri jewelry is made in silver.

Interviewer: (inaudible words) Very pretty! And what kind of jewelry do you like?
Customer: Something simple. Pearls and these things…I don’t like things like that. I have
always been fond of bangles and rings. I don’t wear other kinds of jewelry much. That
has always been my way.
Interviewer: These are beautiful…like these…very pretty (unclear sound). When you buy
bangles, do you buy them only in gold? Or do you wear silver also?
Customer: I neither like diamonds, nor silver, only gold.
Interviewer: Only gold?
Customer: Yes. I lived in Saudia Arabia almost three or four years.
Interviewer: So they have had an influence on you?
Customer: No, no! Arab people are very fond of jewelry. But I have always liked bangles
and rings. And beside that I don’t like heavy sets…maybe an ordinary chain, an Ayat-ulKursi, that’s it. And I don’t like these heavy, heavy sets.
Interviewer: So how much jewelry do women wear in your weddings?
Customer: They wear a lot! Forty fifty thousand’s worth of gold on average.
Interviewer: The average woman wears it?
Customer: Yes.
Interviewer: So do you mean to say that a woman who goes out wearing a lot of gold in
Kashmir, isn’t she afraid?
Customer: No, no, no no. Nobody is that afraid. (Unclear sound). There is no fear that if
we go to a party wearing so much jewelry, god forbid someone on the way will steal from
us…it can become two in the morning, but we keep our houses safe. This has never
happened.
Interviewer: Do your men want the women to wear jewelry?
Customer: Yes, they like it. They like it very much.
Interviewer: All right. Thank you.
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