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English translation:
Man 1: Were saying that Basant is a festival, it comes in February, and what is its
importance…We would like to know more about this and because Amir Sahib is from
Lahore, and celebrates Basant with great enthusiasm, we would like to ask him the
importance of this festival in Punjab and how it is celebrated.
Man 2: I do not know about this that when did it first begin this festival of Basant, but I
have been going to Lahore for Basant ever since I was small. Ever since I was a kid I
have only missed one Basant, and that too because I was away on honeymoon.
Otherwise, I might not even have missed that one! In addition, earlier, the style of
celebrating Basant was different, approximately ten to twelve years ago from today.
However, in these eight to ten years, Basant is being celebrated in a very different
manner. And the Lahoris (people of Lahore) have granted it a new trend; I think that
Basant is not being celebrated in this way anywhere in the world, not even in our
neighboring country, the way it is being celebrated in Lahore.
Man 1: You are completely right, because you see many people come from India to
Lahore to see Basant…And if we look at the meaning of Basant, there is a basanti color,
which is the orange color. So I think Basant is also related to color, the basanti color.
But… you think that in Basant…what is done, will you tell us? How is Basant
celebrated?
Man 2: Fifteen-twenty years ago, Basant was just a name for kite flying, doing pecha and
bokata1. However, with time many changes have occurred, it has become a festival where
multinational companies are also involved. Big companies use it for their social
gatherings. In addition, families gather all their members, people also come from Karachi
together with their [families]. They cook delicious food and there is also kite-flying.
Man 1: Not only do they come from Karachi, they come from all over the world.
Man 2: Yes, yes.
Man 1: …Because if you look at the flights that come from America during Basant, they
are completely full.
Man 2: Let me tell you a small story. I have a friend who came from England and he
came to me and said “I cannot find accommodation in any hotel in Lahore, you please
make arrangements for me.” So when I checked, in Lahore, there were no rooms
available in PC (Pearl Continental Hotel), no room in any guesthouse and all the hotels
were full. Even so, with great difficulty I found a small room in some hotel for him and
his wife. So, you can get an idea of the number of people who come from all over the
world to celebrate the festival of Basant. Moreover, earlier Basant used to be celebrated
in the daytime; now in these last few years night celebrations are also common. This kind
1

Pecha and bokata refer to acts in which a person flying a kite tries to cut the kite-string of another person
by skillfully brushing the glass-coated string of his kite against the string of the other person’s kite

of Basant is not being celebrated anywhere else [in the world], and cannot be celebrated
anywhere either.
Man 1: Meaning, that what they have done in Basant is, that like there are in sports, night
games, like baseball is played in the night or cricket is played in the night or other sports,
now in Basant also there are those high-powered lights which are focused on the kites
and then the kites are flown. And this is done on a big, very big scale, and people now
spent lots of rupees on this festival.
Man 2: Yes, yes, exactly. Earlier what used to happen was, in the days when we
celebrated Basant, we first ate our night meal (dinner) and then we would go to the
Mochi Darwazah2.There we would buy kites and thread, eat good food, then come back
and make the preparations. Then in the morning at Fajr time3 we would be up on the roof
to fly our kites. Now that trend has completely changed. Now people start preparations a
month in advance, buy the kite and string, do the pechas, and compete with other people.
I think that many changes have come into this.
Man 1: But in your opinion, has this also become a very commercial day? As you were
saying that large companies and corporations invite their clients and customers, and make
them fly kites. (Note: invite them to participate) So do you think that Basant is also used
commercially now?
Man 2: Yes, yes. Right. I agree with you. It has become very commercial. I want to add
one more thing to this, that this is not merely such a trend in us Pakistanis; I think, if I’m
not lying, that from Islamabad fifty to sixty percent diplomats also go there (i.e. to
Lahore) to celebrate Basant and have invitations for different places.
Man 1: Okay.
Man 2: And they too, I’m sure, enjoy a lot over there.
Man 1: Yes. And I think there are one or two persons whose Basant parties are very
famous in Lahore. One is Yusuf Salahuddin Sahib…
Man 2: Yes, Yusuf Salahuddin.
Man 1: I have heard that on the roof of their mansion very spectacular Basant is
celebrated. And I think many diplomats go there to celebrate. Now a lot of this is also
happening in other places.
Man 2: You have taken one name right now, there are a lot more like this. Last time I had
an invitation, just like that one, in the city; Yusuf Shah’s mansion, which is very close to
the old fortress. That was a very big arrangement. I think five to seven thousand persons
had come there.
2
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literally, ‘Cobbler Gateway.’ Name of a street in Lahore
the time of the dawn prayers

Man 1: [Imagine!] (The speaker just says “uff”.)
Man 2: They had arranged a very nice function. Kites were being given out free… Food
was being given; musical evening was also going on. Families upon families were
coming. There was a lot of enjoyment there. Just like this now one is happening from
each house, and I also know that in the farmhouses on the outskirts of Lahore, a lot of
people also arrange their own Basant festivities and an atmosphere is created.
Man 1: So in your opinion does Basant festival stimulate the economy of Lahore?
Man 2: Yes.
Man 1: Because as you were saying the hotels are completely booked, people go to
restaurants, food is cooked. Lots of people also come from other places to Lahore to
celebrate this festival. So with this not only [is Lahore’s economy benefited], but there is
also a positive effect on Punjab’s economy.
Man 2: Yes. I also think that it has a very large impact. And every person enjoys this
also, and also receives benefits from it.
Man 1: But its one down… everything has a good part, a good side, and a bad side. It has
one bad side. One is that people have started putting a lot of money into this. So, these
big wealthy people spend a lot of money. The second brings in the issue of safety; people
climb up on their roofs and when some kite is cut and comes down, they run after it, and
often children fall down and get hurt, and there are casualties. And the third, the worst
thing that happens, you will tell me if that still happens or not, that people shoot in the
air, when they cut someone else’s kite they shoot in the air, start air firing. Because of
which it often happens that the bullets, the ammunition, they come down and hit people
and often people are injured by this, or even killed. So is this thing still happening, this
shooting in the air?
Man 2: Yes, it does, but I think that there is a very small percentage of people who do
this. Neither all of Lahore nor all the people involved fire or engage in these wrong
activities. There is not even one percent who do this type of wrong stuff, because of
whom the rest of the people are defamed. And where being injured is concerned, so I
would like to say that anything you do, whether you play a game or go somewhere, there
is some small risk involved.
Man 1: Yes, yes.
Man 2: So then looking at the risk factor, if you will see that on the one side the whole
population of Lahore is enjoying; so in that if a few people are injured… it is natural that
when you play that happens.
Man 1: Right.

Man 2: But the loss of life, we are definitely concerned about that, that it should not
happen.
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