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When I Went to China

Urdu transcript:
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English translation:

Girl: Today I want to tell you about my trip to China. When I was really small, about
seven years old and studying in second grade, my parents decided that we would go to
China for our vacation. The summer vacation is two months long. So I was very excited



about the decision to go to China, and I was enthusiastic about going to a new country,
meeting a new people, and learning a new language. And [I was excited] that [ would see
a very beautiful place. Since people did not have much information about China at that
time, there was no internet, no computers, and also not much information on TV. Even in
our books there wasn’t much written about China. So this was a completely new and
mysterious country, and I was very keen on going there. And, we heard that evidently the
Great Wall of China was an amazing place to go to, since it could be seen from the moon.
You can only imagine what this meant for a young girl, who wanted to go to the [Great]
Wall of China so that she too could be seen from the moon!

So this was my first airplane ride. We boarded the aircraft. I don’t remember now how
long the journey was, but I do remember trying to look out of the plane window. At first |
could see only clouds, but as China was approaching, we could see the Himalayan range,
the mountain range. Those snow-covered peaks were quite scenic. The sun was out,
sunlight was everywhere, and it was seemed like some fairyland. In China we landed in
Beijing. In those days there weren’t many cars, or too much smoke. The atmosphere was
very clean, and Beijing was a very beautiful city. There was greenery everywhere. My
mother’s maternal aunt lived there with her husband. We were going to stay with them.
Then we sat in their car and the whole ride home I was peering out the window at the
street, here and there, trying to see what the difference was between Pakistan and China,
whether there was any difference at all, and wondering, do people really live here? So
then I saw a really unique spectacle on the road: people were riding everywhere on
bicycles. Even back then cycling was not a common practice in Pakistan. Granted the
poor did have bicycles, but because since distances were so long, places so far apart from
each other, even the poorer people made use of either motorcycles or public transport
such as rickshaws and taxis. But in China I noticed that people were traveling on bicycles,
and everyone was very physically fit! They were going to their destinations with alacrity.
And perhaps only we were traveling in a car.

So we reached the house of my mother’s aunt, and put down our luggage. And I started to
clamor that I wanted to see China. Then one day we went to see the Great Wall of China.
The Great Wall of China is [on] a faraway mountain range, an extensive mountain range.
And on it there is this tiny... from afar it seems like a two inch wall, which [runs along it]
for miles. And there [seems to be] nothing special about it, it is simply standing there.
But when we reached there... when we reached the Wall after trekking over the
mountains, it was built at such a height that when we looked down we were quite
frightened; if we fell from here, there would be nothing left of us! Climbing is very
difficult on the Wall of China since the mountains are sloping. There was a very steep
path between the [two] walls. And the climbing was difficult for everyone, be it children,
elderly people, or adults. But I took this as a challenge, and I vowed to myself that I
would walk the whole length of the wall and look down at the view from everywhere and
complete the whole journey. My mother and my younger brother were also there with me.
We had walked only a little way, climbed just a few steps, that we were all breathless and
tired. I thought to myself that these are old people, I should go on climbing. I went on for
just a little more when my legs also gave out...even though I was a little girl, and full of
energy. And it wasn’t as if [ had some disease, or that there was a reason for my



breathlessness and panting. But it was a very steep, a very high climb. We saw the other
tourists around us walking to and fro with great speed. The Chinese also were walking by
quickly, and everyone was trying very hard to see as much of the wall as possible. So, my
friend, that was my ambition to be seen from the moon!

After that we went to another place, which I want to tell you about. That was the
mausoleum of the president of China, Mao Tse-tung. There is a place called the
Forbidden City which is a fortress-like place where there are a lot of buildings erected in
Chinese style, in the Chinese architectural style. Right in the middle is the tomb where
Mao Tse-tung has been preserved and kept. And because the Chinese respect him a lot,
he did a lot for their country, they queue up to witness Mao Tse-tung’s dead body, pay
homage and make offerings of flowers. So we were also in this crowd and I saw [Mao
Tse-tung’s body] from very close.

Then there was a place, an island right in the middle of a lake. A palace had been built on
this island and it was titled the Summer Palace. Because many years ago, many centuries
ago in fact, the king and queen of China used to come here to this palace to spend their
summers. So when we went to the shore we saw a boat that was shaped like a dragon
because a dragon is, of course, commonly held to be a mystical symbol, a creature of
magic, in China. So we sat in that dragon-shaped boat and we... the weather was
gorgeous and the lake was shimmering and glistening with light as if from a myriad stars,
and there was mellow sunlight. And we went to the island on that boat and saw the palace.
It was a beautiful palace, and it is extremely difficult, almost impossible to express it in
words. So these were the two or three places that I saw with great interest in China,
which are etched in my memory, and remain there.
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