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English translation: 
 
Teenager: No, I can speak correct Urdu, but my Urdu is weak. My English has always 
been a little better. 
 
Interviewer: And have you ever felt embarrassment at the fact that you speak such bad 
Urdu ? 
 
Teenager (slightly offended): I don’t speak bad Urdu at all. Relative to other people, my 
Urdu is of a very good standard (comparing to those within his age group). But yes, if 
you look at it, compared to…compared to (struggles to find a way to express the phrase 
in Urdu) my parents…(then laughs) Okay, now you can just see that my Urdu is weak. 
(Continues) But in comparison to my parents my Urdu is not so good. 
 
Interviewer: Do you think this is a sign that people are forgetting their culture? The Urdu 
language’s popularity is going down? 
 
Teenager: Yes, to an extent you can say that. But I am of the opinion that Urdu is forcibly 
taught in our society.  Especially those of us who take our O Levels and A Levels1. So in 
this system during Urdu class, no one pays attention and forcibly (means reluctantly) 
gives the exam. We give the Second Language2 paper, which is not challenging in the 
least. It is for those people who have not grown up in Pakistan and we give that paper. 
That is why it’s not challenging at all. There are very few people who give the paper with 
the poetry (means literature) component, which is called Paper A, which is the First 
Language one. And then like after O Levels I stopped studying Urdu. Very few people 
take Urdu at the A Level, in fact some people even think that those people who do not 
have the capacity/capability to study anything else they are the ones who go on to study 
Urdu (at the A Level).This also is the impression given by our society. That is why our 
Urdu becomes weak. (Naturally) If you don’t practice any language then you will be 
weak at it.  
 
I don’t watch Urdu programs (means television shows) with too much interest for the 
simple reason that they just do not appeal to me. Like I’ve (always) liked watching 
English shows. Not just from now, but since childhood. 
 
Interviewer: What English shows do you watch? 
 

                                                 
1 O Levels and A Levels are British standard exams for high school which are taken by students both at 
home in the United Kingdom as well as abroad in other countries, predominantly those which were 
previously a part of the British Empire. The O Level or the Ordinary Level are examinations taken in 11th 
grade, which the A Level or the Advanced Level are taken in the 13th grade. The British high school system 
has 13 years of schooling in contrast to the 12 year system in the United States.   
2 At the O Level Urdu is offered at two separate levels: Urdu as First Language and Urdu as Second 
Language. The former is supposed to be for native speakers and contains an Urdu literature section while 
the latter is for those whose mother tongue is English. In the majority (but not entirety) of Pakistani schools 
offering O Level examinations, the Second Language curriculum is taught to native speakers since the 
standard of Urdu of most people giving these examinations is very low. 



Teenager: Drama, comedy, anything. Off the top of my head I like watching “Lost”. I’m 
not going to admit one program I love watching. What else do I watch? Family Guy, 
South Park…stuff like that. uhh… You know, the general sitcoms. Not soap operas I hate 
those.But… 
 
Interviewer: Is the reason why you don’t like (Urdu) dramas that they (are) soap opera 
style… 
 
Teenager: Yes. 
 
Interviewer: …like about people’s everyday life and (meant) more for women and 
housewives? 
 
Teenager: Exactly, exactly. That is the market that they target. They don’t appeal much to 
(people of) my age group or my gender. I have observed that only my mother and sister 
sit down to watch those programs and that my dad and I will either be sitting somewhere 
else or just not watching them. (But) Yes, I watch news channels (in Urdu) with a lot of 
interest. Geo is a very famous channel, famous in our country. So that channel I’ll sit 
down and watch. Sometimes some other programs…like our media industry has grown a 
lot in the last few years and many music channels have started broadcasting. They are all 
in Urdu and they all show Pakistani music (videos). There are also (some) in English 
which I watch but not too much. 
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