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Kathmandu Past and Present
Nepali transcript: 
अंतरवार्ताकर्ता: नाम के हो?

गोविन्द प्रसाद: गोविन्द प्रसाद।
अंतरवार्ताकर्ता: अनि हजुर
 कति वर्ष हुनुहुन्छ?

गोविन्द प्रसाद: म अस्सी पुग्न लाग्यो।
अंतरवार्ताकर्ता: अस्सी पुग्न लाग्यो? अनि बच्चा बेलाको केही भन्नुस् न।
गोविन्द प्रसाद: बच्चा बेलामा ....काठमाडौँमा चाहिँ एउटा ...एउटा पनि मोटर हुँदैन थियो, जहाँ पनि हिंड्नु पर्थ्यो, जहाँ गएपनि, तर त्यसबेला काठमाडौँ  अहिलेजस्तो फोहोर थिएन, सफा थियो।
अंतरवार्ताकर्ता: अनि पहिलाको काठमाडौँ मनपर्छ कि अहिलेको काठमाडौँ?

गोविन्द प्रसाद: अब अहिलेको काठमाडौँ त घन्जाघोल छ, पहिले कस्तो शान्त थियो नि। शान्त सहर, विशाल, स्वच्छ हावामा जान ..अहिले त एकदम polluted हावामा हिँड्नुपर्छ त अनि.... 
अंतरवार्ताकर्ता: पहिलाको पसलहरू कस्तो थियो? अहिलेको जस्तो त छैन होला ठूलो-ठूलो ....
गोविन्द प्रसाद: अहिले त एकदम सबै ....ठूलो-ठूलो भए नि, पहिला त सानो-सानो पसल हुन्थ्यो, limited सामान मात्र किन्न पाउने, अँ, त्यसबेला चाहिँ, तिम्रोजस्तो, अहिले जस्तो chocolate थिएन। cake नै थिएन। एउटा New Road
मा  पाग चर्चाको
 पसलमा cake किन्ने भने, अहिलेको त्यो सानो cake, नरिवलजस्तो cake मात्र पाउँथ्यो।
अंतरवार्ताकर्ता: अनि दिन-दिनै के खानुहुन्थ्यो?
गोविन्द प्रसाद: दिन-दिनै ? बिहान दुई पैसा दिन्थ्यो, breakfast,  दुई पैसा, त्यो गएर चटामरी
 खान्थ्यो।
English translation:

Interviewer: What is your name?

Govinda Prasad: Govinda Prasad.

Interviewer: And how old are you?

Govinda Prasad: I am about to be eighty.

Interviewer: About to be eighty? And say something about your childhood.

Govinda Prasad: During my childhood... in Kathmandu, one... not even one motor [car] was there, there was a need to walk everywhere, wherever one went, but then, at that time, Kathmandu wasn’t as polluted as now, it was clean.

Interviewer: So do you like the old Kathmandu or the new one?

Govinda Prasad: Now, the new Kathmandu is very crowded, before it was so peaceful. Peaceful city, huge, to go in clean air... now we need to walk in polluted air and the...
Interviewer: How were the shops before? They probably weren’t as huge as now...
Govinda Prasad: Now, all of it is too... huge.  Before, there were small shops, only limited items were available, yeah, at that time, like yours, like now, there wasn’t chocolate. In New Road
, in the shop of one Paag Charcha
, to buy cake, the small cakes of now, coconut-like cakes were only available. 

Interviewer: And what did you eat daily?

Govinda Prasad: Daily? In the morning, two paisa was given, breakfast, two paisa, by taking that, I used to eat chatamari
. 
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� In this context, the word ‘Hajur’ is used to address, and with that acknowledge, that the speaker is an elder. In other contexts, this word can also be used to ask a person to repeat what they are saying in a formal way or to imply that you are listening to what a speaker is saying especially if you’re talking to a person older than you. 


� Name of popular street.


� Name of person


�चटामरी/chatamari is a traditional Newari dish. It resembles crepes and is usually topped with meat or eggs. 
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�चटामरी/chatamari is a traditional Newari dish. It resembles crêpes and is usually topped with meat or eggs. 





