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Selling Thankas: Significance, Prices, and Business Arrangements

Nepali transcript:
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artistg&ehl T S|

Tl HEY SITATGEC S=ATTsh! AT artAT aﬁ?crgr—aml 377 I AfFaaT @nfg”
HATerel meditation IS | AT €T ITIRTHRYTS cITAT U3eT ATFT UTed IS |
T FAT-SHT U3CT STHSiTd UTC o] HFS 3TeT ATTHT HATILTP [APRER
3M3ET, 3TTaTH TIATSEE 3T | T IGTE ATTDERHAT U3eT balance, &
e, Heltgecll [IohIE g | 3iTel THel HeOHAT Adsiia Sel13o|
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! Words like “afg /Chahi’, 31fa/Ani’, “5/Na’ are ‘f¥dra/Nipat’ which are space filler words that appear

frequently in Nepali. They tend to take on different meanings or no meaning at all based on the context and
tone of voice when they are used. Especially in Nepali language spoken outside of the capital,

‘ferard/Nipat’ are everywhere.
% The prices are in Nepali Rupees (NPR), which is the Nepali currency. 1 USD ~ 80 NPR
® Here, ‘B9l /hajur’ is used by the interviewer to address the older interviewee.



FFUT I1fE SATEATIT IRT G5 | 3ol USCT ATerehl ToA13ET ¢9-0 AT
Teh GEHFH Uiel R3S | 3 G ol Tol UTeehlg® =MTe SHos Teh T oMY
Waﬁm’l@aﬁngl

English translation:

Here the interviewer is talking to a shopkeeper selling Thankas about the importance of
Thankas and the artists who make Thankas.

Shopkeeper: Mainly this art, made by the Lamas, contains energy. And people meditate
in this energy. After people meditate, they get energy. This way people can
get a longer life and they will not have any unnecessary negative behavior
and unnecessary thoughts. This way people develop balance, or what do
they say... a balance in the emotions of the mind. This makes people live
longer.

Interviewer: And how much does a Thanka cost?

Shopkeeper: Generally a Thanka can cost from anywhere in between one thousand to two
lakhs®.”

Interviewer: Till two lakhs?
Shopkeeper: [Yes, the price of Thankas] goes up to two lakhs.
Interviewer: So do you make Thankas yourself too?

Shopkeeper: No, we just sell them, because we are just businessmen. The people making
them are artists who live in Nepal. They stay together in a team. There are
usually twelve to fifteen artists [in a team] and there is one contractor who
manages everything. It takes [them] from fifteen or twenty days to almost a
year to finish a Thanka. Thankas costing two lakhs take almost an entire
year to make.

* The speaker does not say the full word 31T / gar-eko’, but rather only pronounces half of it as ‘gar-ya’.
It’s like shortening ‘want to’ to ‘wanna’ in English. The prefix‘-3@l/ eko’ is often shortened to*-JT/ya’ in
colloquial Nepali. In formal Nepali writing, this would be considered an error.

® The speaker does not say the full word ‘33T / god-eko’, but rather only pronounces half of it as

‘IMsAT/god-ya’. See footnote 1.

®1 lakh = 100,000. So here, 2 lakhs = 200,000
" The prices are in Nepali Rupees (NPR), which is the Nepali currency. 1 USD ~ 80 NPR
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