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Meanings of Names
English translation:
Interviewer: But how do they give children names? What are the things they look at
before they give a child a name?
Woman: The Christians?
Interviewer: The Yorubas.
Woman: We Yorubas?
Interviewer: Yes, we Yorubas.
Woman: Ehhhhhh… We look at the house before a person names a child. 1
Interviewer: That is another proverb.
Woman: [nods] That is another proverb.
Interviewer: Can you give us an example [meant to ask for an explanation]?
Woman: Ehhn, what happens is that if the child is born in a king’s palace, they can name
the child Ọbafẹ́mi 2 ; they can name the child...
Interviewer: Adénikẹ́ 3 .
Woman: They can name the child Adénikẹ́.
Interviewer: What of other children? And names such as Igè and Dada?
Woman: Ehhh... I don’t know much about Igè and Dada.
Interviewer: Is Igè the child that uses its legs to…?
Woman: Yes, it is Igè that they say comes out [of the womb] with feet first. Igè they say
comes out [of the womb] feet first.
Interviewer: What of Dada?

1

We look at the circumstances surrounding a child’s birth before naming the child.
The name means “the king loves me.”
3
The name means “the crown will take care of you.”
2

Woman: [People named] Dada, their hair is matted [forming dreadlocks] from heaven
[from the womb]. Those are the people named Dada. For twins, the child that comes out
first is called Táyé. The one who follows is called Kẹ́hìdé. Both of them are twins.
Interviewer: Can you please tell us the meaning of Táyé?
Woman: [It means] he is the first one to come to the world.
Interviewer: He is the first one to taste…
Woman: He is the first one to taste the world before Kẹ́hìdé…
Interviewer: Comes after.
Woman: Comes after.
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