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A Polygamous Family

Yoruba transcript:

\

Odobinrin: Emm bawo ni il¢é yin seri nigba ti ¢ n dagba?

Ardkunrin: Emm ilé wa jé gégé bii emm ilé ti oril¢ ede wa ta... gbogbo ilé ti €yan ba lo ni
asa ibilé wa nibi yii, ikini, yato si boya ¢ jé i1¢é musulumi tabi 6 jé ilé Christian, Opolopo
wa ni... Opolopo ilé ni won maa ni iyaw6 papo. So ilé ti eémi gbé dagba, iyawo ti baba mi
ni po, iyawd mérin ni won ni kosi igba ti won ko n ni iyawod mérin, awa gmo ti won si bi
métadinlogbon, lawa omo ti baba mi bi, émi jé gégé bii ekesan an ninti awon omo il¢ wa.
Sugbon adipé 16wo olorun pé ira ilé ti a ni ni gba yen, gégé bi emm ise lo, ibilé gbogbo
wa, la n... gbogbo nkan to 1étolétd emm idi ni pé gbogbo wa kosi emi ti 6 y4jua si eni ti 6
wa ni iw4ju, ti o ba jé aburd 0 bowo fun awon egbon re. So ati pé nkan bii onje jije ti 0 ni
isuro nigba yen, gbogbo wa la jo 1 jeun nini igba kan nda and emm igba t6 de ya, igba ti
gbogbo wa bere si dagba kaluku bere si karo ni 1€ ni kankan kankan sugbon baba wa igba
ti 6 ma fi se alaisi, awon iyd wa ti 6 ku ni 1€, gbogbo won si gbé papo naa, awa naa la si
tun w4 jé eni ti ¢ toju gbogbo won di Oni ti mo se soro yii.

Qdobinrin: Sé eni lati t6ju won ni?

Arakunrin: A ni 1ati t6ji won, sebi awon ni iya wa, awon ni won si gbé wa wa si ilé-aiyé.
Ko si... ko jé nkankan pé boya iya eni t6 bi lagbaja ni yii abi iya eni t6 bi lagbaja ko ni yii,
gbogbo awon iya wa, iya wa naa ni gbogbo won. Tori a pataki... a... a... a da bakan, a da
won bakan pé boya omo iya kan niyi tabi omo iya tohun leléyi, gbogbo wa bakan naa la
jé,ati pé nkan ti emm ¢esin wa, €sin musulumi so nipé... oun ti Quran so nipé ki 4 toju
awon Obi wa lati igba ti a ba ni agbara r¢ titi di igba ti won yo ba fi ku.

Odobinrin: Bawo ni ¢ se ma n sé€? Sé ¢ kan ma ran owo si won ni abi sé ¢ ma ra nkan fin
won ni? Bawo lese ma...

Arakunrin: A ma n ra onje fiin won, a ma n ra aso fin won, a d¢ ma n fi owo ransé si won
16sosu. So ko si pé... ati pé igba mi i n be, iru igba ti... igba ti odun ba... ti odun ba wa,
awon odun Muslim, ¢yi ti a n pé ni odun iléya tabi odun aawe. A ma tin lo ilé naa sugbon
awon igba imi i be bii ti a ba se ¢to iyawo abi won bi mo, yala won bi mo silé, a ma tun lo
ilé nda. So gbogbo igba ti a ba lo il¢ nda la ma fin won ni nkan sugbon igba ti a ba lo ilé
0, 0sosu la ma fin owo ransé si won.

English translation:

Young Girl: Emm, what was your home like when you were growing up?



Man: Emm, our home was like, emm, a home that our country... Every home according
to our culture, firstly, apart from being a Muslim or a Christian, most of us are... most
homes have more than one wife. So the home I grew up in, my father had so many wives,
he had four wives — there was no reason not to have four wives — and he had 26 children;
that is, we the children, I am in the ninth position in my home. But we thank God for the
type of home we had then; according to, emm, as our culture was, we... everything went
as it should; emm, the reason was that we were never rude to our elders — if you were the
youngest, you would respect the elders. So, and also our eating habits had no problem
because we all ate from the same plate. And, emm, after, when we started growing up, we
started leaving the home one after the other, but when our father died, our mothers at
home were still living together, and we the children are now responsible for their upkeep
till this present time.

Young Girl: Are you supposed to be responsible for their upkeep?

Man: We have to take care of them; they are our mothers, and they brought us into this
world. It is not... it was not important who our mother was among the four wives; they
are all our mothers. Because we didn’t care whose child this is or whose child that is, we
were all the same, and also, emm, our religion, the Muslim religion states that... the
Quran states that we should take care of our parents from the time we are capable till the
time they die.

Young Girl: How do you do it? Do you send money to them? Or do you just buy things
for them? How do you...

Man: We buy food for them, we buy clothes for them, and we also send money to them
every month. So there is nothing like... And also, there are some times, times like...
during the festive... when there is a celebration, Muslim celebration, celebrations like Eid
al-Fitr or Ramadan, we also go home. But some other times, like when we have a
wedding or a naming ceremony, we also go home. So every time we go home, we always
give them things, but when we don’t go home, we send money to them every month.
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