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English translation: 

 
B: The thing that affects the fact that—you are a girl who studied and worked shows that 
the society’s view of girls is the view of an Arab-Muslim society, where girls did not use 
to be allowed to study. But that isn’t a problem since Morocco gained independence in 
1965… 
N: When did Morocco gain independence? 
B: We got independence in 19581… Since the late 50’s, the woman has started to regain 
her rights, especially in terms of education and, as we know, the woman is “half” the 
society. If the woman does not have some sort of education and is not well-informed, the 
whole society will be unproductive. In the Moroccan society, we treat women to some 
extent as we treat men: Both of them have the right to education, work, and should 
collaborate for better standards of living. This does not mean that the woman can do the 
same as the man; she always stays the precious stone that the society needs to take care 
of. If the woman is open-minded and educated, it does not mean that she should let go of 
her values and what she was raised to do. For instance, it does not make me stay out in 
the streets until midnight or go to bars and nightclubs and stay late. Of course it does not. 
We are an open society, but with limits. The woman always has that high position 
because, in our religion, women are considered very precious and so we need to take 
good care of them. For example, when you go to buy jewelry, you find that the seller has 
placed some for display but there are certain pieces of jewelry that he hides and only 
some people can see. This is exactly how our religion and society see the woman. So, if 
she wears the hijab [Islamic headscarf], it does not mean that she is backward or, if she 
does not wear it, it does not make her any better than the one who is wearing it. For 
instance, I am not wearing it and another girl is wearing it, this does not make her any 
better or more religious than me. It’s God who guides whomever He wants. At times, the 
one who is not wearing the hijab can be better than ten who do wear it because it all 
comes to your intentions. This is how the society sees the woman; they see her as this 
precious stone that not anyone can take. We need to take care of her but we also need to 
educate her and show her the value she has in the society. This is why, in Morocco, you 
can find many girls studying very hard, whereas some boys don’t even bother to go to 
school.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
1 Morocco actually got independence from France in 1956 
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