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On the Status of Women and Girls 

 
 
Moroccan Arabic transcript: 
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English translation: 

 

B: The other thing that has changed a lot in Morocco is the mentality that a woman has to 
get married early. Now, that is not true. The woman has to build her own future first 
because the future of her future husband as well as her children depends on it because she 
will be responsible for them and she is the one who will raise them. If she does not have a 
future, what can the society expect from her? She needs to know her position and value in 
the society. The important thing is that this is the general Moroccan view of the woman 
nowadays. But there are people who have positive and negative views towards women. 
There are families who consider women should stay at home all the time or should not 
work. There are even husbands who beat their wives, but this can happen in any society. 
However, most people do care about women’s education and she doesn’t just have to take 
care of the house and raise the children, giving them food and drink... Earlier, the boy 
used to be valued more than the girl and he had more freedom than her. Today, it is still 
true to some extent… but the opinion… 
N: [Inaudible question] 
B: But even the perception… 
N: [Inaudible question] 
B: For instance, if a father only has girls, he always feels the need to have a son to inherit 
from him and take over the family. Nowadays, it has changed in my society: people see 
girls as a blessing, which is something they don’t find so much in boys. For instance, if a 
father has six daughters, you find all of them educated and having good jobs and the only 
son is a complete failure. Many families become very happy when they get a boy but they 
become even happier when they get a girl as their first child because, if you have a girl as 
the first child, the family can get very lucky. We also believe that if the father takes good 
care of his daughters, they can take him to heaven. He has to make sure that they are 
comfortable and have all the things they need—even after she gets married because she is 
always his daughter. We say that the father is responsible for his daughter until she gets 
married and her husband is responsible for her after that. But in the society, if the father 
is used to buying a dress for his daughter each Eid, he keeps buying her dresses each Eid 
even if she has gotten married. This is because the daughter can take her father to heaven. 
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