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Cultural Attractions

Moroccan Arabic transcript:
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English translation:

N: Morocco is known as a tourist country; could you talk about what are the things that
one can see there?

B: Morocco is 100% a tourist country...

N: What makes it so?

B: I think it is due to the geographic location; the last Arab-Muslim country is Morocco.
This is why it is called Morocco. There are Eastern and Western Arab countries; we are
one of the Western Arab countries and the last one on the western side. Morocco has two
coastlines; it is bordered by the Mediterranean Sea and the Atlantic Ocean, which makes
it rich in natural resources and rich in culture. Also, historically Morocco has been a
meeting place for different cultures: the Romans, Muslims and many Arabs have passed
through it. It is also considered the African port to Europe because it is the closest
African country to Europe, specifically to Spain. In the old days, trade caravans from
Europe used to pass via Morocco when going to any Arab country. All these gave it
richness in the culture and other aspects.

There are certain cities that one cannot speak of Morocco without mentioning. For
example, Casablanca, Rabat and F¢s — this is the academic city and it also has Al-
Qarawiyyin University.

N: Fés has the oldest Islamic university in the world...

B: Yes, it is the oldest university in the Arab world. Students used to come from far-away
countries like European countries to study religion and even natural sciences. It has many
schools...

N: Is it the same as Al-Qarawiyyin University?

B: Yes, it is the same as Al-Qarawiyyin University. In Morocco, we call Fés the scientific
city. It is also where we organize the Festival of Spiritual Music. Bands come from
Turkey, Pakistan, India, Egypt and other countries — not only Arab countries, but also
from other parts of the world. It has the oldest library because of its involvement in
scientific fields over the centuries.
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