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N: Does Morocco have religious diversity? 
B: Historically, Morocco is known to be a place of religious freedom. According to the 
law, we are a Muslim state but this does not mean that if a person is a non-Muslim, he 
cannot practice his religion. For a very long time we had Jews who have holy sites like 
synagogues in different places in the north and south of Morocco. Annually, many Jews 
from around the world come to visit a shrine in Morocco. They celebrate and do their 
usual rituals in that place. The Muslims and Arabs respect them because it is their own 
religion. There are also many churches in most cities, especially in Tangier city. Some of 
these churches have nuns. There are many Muslim Moroccans whose schooling was 
supported by these churches. They even were raised there [at these schools] [which] 
helped them to make their families. There is coexistence between the different religions. 
Also, some of these churches organize trips and Muslims would be invited. There are 
many churches in the old neighborhoods, especially in Tangier. People there interact 
normally; religious difference does not spoil people’s compassion. Those are also 
religions and God asked us to take care of the “people of the book.” What I really like 
about Morocco is that, for a very long time, the three religions have coexisted. There was 
this program on the Moroccan radio 2AM about these two men, a Muslim and a Jew, who 
founded and share a company. They respect each other’s religion.  
It never happens that someone tells another person: “You are a Muslim and so you 
should not do this and this!” There is the freedom of faith; anyone is free to practice his 
beliefs and rituals.  
N: [Inaudible question] 
B: No, as for Jews and Christians, there are not too many of them but… 
N: [Inaudible question] 
B: There are many churches; in Casablanca there is the biggest one. I cannot remember 
the name right now. But, they are mostly in Tangier; it has many churches. There is a 
church in almost every city. There are also many Jewish temples because the Jewish 
diaspora is very old and very important in Morocco. Morocco is their homeland; they are 
Moroccans. When you speak to them, you would not know whether they are Jews or not 
because they are from the same culture as all of us. And as I said, religious difference 
does not spoil the compassion.  
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