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Feeling Ramadan in the Streets 

 
 
: Moroccan Arabic transcript:  
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English translation: 

 
N: … Tell me about Ramadan. You’ve spent Ramadan here in the United States of 
America… I mean, what are the things that you saw in your country and that are not 
found here during Ramadan? 
B: Everything! Back home, when walking on the streets during Ramadan, you cannot 
pass by a house without smelling lehrira. Even the atmosphere during Ramadan in 
Morocco is different. Here, you only know that you are fasting because you feel hungry, 
which is the only thing that reminds you of Ramadan. The atmosphere on the streets is 
not that of Ramadan. In Morocco, in the morning all the shops are closed; they do not 
open early. The same goes for restaurants; they are all closed. People prepare the food. 
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The crowd at 4 in the afternoon because Magreb [sunset prayer] time is approaching 
makes you feel that Ramadan is actually here. For example, the neighborhood I live in 
has a section that is known for dates. That section is always crowded and busy, which 
also reminds you that it is Ramadan.  
The other thing is the time for breaking fast; when the call for Magreb prayer is made, 
everything becomes empty. All the streets are deserted. After breaking the fast, you see 
people going to the mosque for the Taraweeh prayer and people carrying their prayer 
mats. All of these things I did not find here.  
During Ramadan, I feel a special internal comfort, which is a feeling I do not get any 
other time of the year accept for Ramadan. I feel psychologically relaxed during 
Ramadan. It makes me happy to know that there are people for whom religion is still a 
big part of their lives. When you see a young man in his early 20’s waking up early to go 
to the mosque for the prayer, it makes you happy and you say: “Alhamdulillah!”1 As we 
say: “There is still good in this life.” 
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1 Alhamdulillah: Thank God (literally: “Praise Allah”): An Arabic expression used in a variety of contexts, 
but most often to express thankfulness for or an awareness of grace in any good thing. 


