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Moroccan Arabic transcript: 

 

و آ9>3� #"! -@+50+  ((( آ?&/ %<5+ 4+23أ-/ #>ال ه/ ا-89+#7 د3+-5+ 4+23 و 1+0/ ا-, آ+ن ((( آ'&$%$ #"! و��ة  :ب

 A# 7#+89ت C%D89E#ا-?@+ن د3+-5+ . ا-'+سGH>I GJ?ل آ$K8$ض تM +5-+3ل ،83'/ -@+ن د$K9,  ت� GO+� /ل ش$K83'/ ت

3 $Q4 +# �G-V ” : ه/ شD3Dة #"! %D>Z تK$ل آY �9, ،ا-G%+UV+%G?M W>X ا-, ذ-M /'83 S+ش ت>3� . @58J+وا�

  “. 0$ر ا-^J+مزG'3 و زاده+

�ي:نbا ...  

راهE3 +# f$0$ ه$ هeا ا-J<"+ل آ9&$ف ا-J?E+ت ... %$�� آ9&$%5+ #"! ه/“ .و زاده+ 0$ر ا-^J+م... زG-V ...G'3 ” :ب

 fه�'b W>'3و زو W>^Uوا/H?8'/ أ-/ ه$ ((( #+ش/ س#، W>?#+و آ+h!93 W>'# WE- و /M+i35+ %/  ا?J89@'آ W^0

/H?@-8', اJ-ة #'. ا��$%G'3ن زو$Eت W>، م+J^?- /&J9م آ+J^-ه+ ا-'$ر د3+ل ا��ة أ-/ %'^W آ'@J89?5+ . و آ<>3�$-

آ+W3 ((( 1+0/ آ'G-V. “ f#)) $-$K زG'3 و زاده+ 0$ر ا-^J+م” : و تK$ل -A>JO W# GH3+4 S ا-'$ا�/ ،4+23ا-89+#7 د3+-5+ 

 GO+� S- Y3Dش Y>O !"# +0ا +M7 دا�+M /-أ �اك #+ سCE9>'9 اY0 تK$ل -/ هG' .e هje ا-^+GOو K0$ل -S اj زو3وا�

O  . /'83+ت'/ %'G هje ا-?G@H،اj: شDEت راس/ #"! K0$ل ا0+ شDEت -DM /9@Hاس/ اوV ،ا-?G@H زوG'3 83'/ ا0+ شDEت5+

 ,9� D4ا �شE$ن DE&3ك D8- +3وس؟ ا#/ و 4+-9/ و ” : %'^W آ'S- DE&3 .$-$K ا-?W#G@H ا-DlJوض آ+ن 0@9', و�

شE$ن آ<&D8- DEوس b+دة؟ ا#5+ و 4+-59+ و ا-/ آ+Y0 ش/ شE$ن آDE&9ك D8- +3وسG؟ ... “ت O+رت/ا-^>را

ال ((( S- Y-+h هeاك ال (((  #+ آC0$E9 ت8', هeاك ، أ-/ آ9^>ر D>n ((( 83'/ #+ آC0$E9 ش/،O+رتf5 ا-^>ارة

 د3+ل اV#"+ل و سH^+ن اo >افW# /0+1 ...-+M /'83 ا-DJات آ+M D>n . W3+ش ت^>ركXbcomplimente+تS ذاك ال

�م ،آK?9,. ه>ة اVسDة ه/ أ-/ ،ال (( -DJا ه/ أ-/ ش+دة آ7 ش/آ?p8M +5 ا-DJات %/ ا-AJ9iJ د3+-'+ آK?9, ان q9آ 

 ,?b م�q9ار و آ�((( د3+ل W^0 آ+D% W3ان أ-/ هD% . fان D% /'83ن“ .%Dان و n+د G#$^M” : %5'+ آK9$ل #"!. DMة%/ ا-

Hq-2 ا>I /-أ <publique/#$Jb /'83  .G#$^M د+n ان وD%،ه/ ا-^+رة G#$� و G?#+آ G#$�  . /5% D>n /ش+#

GH@'-+M��ر تt +5-$Kي وا�Kا 83'/ تDJ-  . oرك ا+Hو ت � آ< +# W>% /'83 v>?b، /'83 /wK�v9>XآK?9, شuq وا�

�ر v>- ,K?3 �،آ<7EM f95 ش/ و تH+رك اv>?b o آ<E$ن ((( أي #&7E آ+نK>ا #+ ،7 آ�H- و ,K?>آ+ن %<5+ آ G>8Uأي و 

G-x@# /-ا-^7 أ ,K?3 .S- ل$K9E% : ”G#$^M د+n ان وD%. “GJ-+7 آy+@J-ا S3ذ ,?b ر�K0 ))) +0ا0'/ 0^7 ،83'/ را 

 اz&# <50 /'0و-<D% /'83 Gان و n+د n /'83 G#$^-+M+د b?, ذS3 ا-z@Jو-<G أ-/ ه$ ((( ، ا0'/ 80+ون ا-'+س،ا-J&+آ7

v%+9آ ,?b .  
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English translation: 

 
B: Say we have a girl who has bad manners – everything about her is just wrong and she 
does not know how talk to people. For instance, instead of saying something good, she 
says something that no one would want to hear. In addition to all of these, she is an evil 
person. So we say: “Lalla is beautiful and the light of the hamam1 just made her even 
more beautiful.”  
N: Can you repeat it?  
B: “Lalla is beautiful and the light of the hamam just made her even more beautiful.” If 
you look at the words of the proverb, they are clear and have a positive meaning but we 
use them for a negative meaning. When the girl is really pretty and she goes to the 
hamam, it just makes her even prettier. We use this proverb for someone who is corrupt 
in all senses and so we ironically say: “Lalla is beautiful and the light of the hamam just 
made her even more beautiful.”   
The other saying that we have is when I, for instance, buy you a dress and I see you 
wearing it and I tell you: “Oh, this dress is really nice on you” without waiting for you to 
ask me how it looks on me. In this case, I complimented myself since I was the one who 
actually bought the dress. Ideally, you are supposed to wait for someone else to 
compliment you on the dress, not the person who actually bought it for you. And so we 
say: “‘Oh you, the bride, who gives you, compliments?’ ‘It is my mother, my aunt and 
my hypocrite neighbor who do.’” When you think about it, who usually compliments the 
bride? It is her mother, her aunt, and if they have a hypocrite neighbor who does it just 
for the sake of showing off. She really gives the compliments just because she wants to 
win over her neighbors. There are many other proverbs like that.  
The other thing is that in our society, the woman is the one who is responsible for 
everything; she works at home and outside [the house]. In this case, we say: “It is an oven 
and it goes around the neighborhood.” So… it is an oven – we have ovens just for baking 
bread for the public - it is an oven and it goes around the entire neighborhood. This 
saying is not just for a woman; it can be said about anyone. It is said about people who 
can multitask: It does not matter where you put them, they always take good care of 
everything and are able to find a solution for any problem or situation. And so we say: “It 
is an oven and it goes around the neighborhood.” This means that the person is capable of 
doing all sorts of things: solve his problems, help people, and he is able to take on 
responsibility. So when we say: “It goes around the neighborhood,” the person is able to 
take on the responsibility he has on his shoulders.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                 
1 A hamam is steam bath that people, especially women, go to on weekly basis to beautify themselves. 
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