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Giving and Accepting Hospitality

Moroccan Arabic transcript:
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English translation:

N: Talk about invitations. For instance, if you are invited or invite your friend for
dinner— What are the differences between invitations here and in Morocco?

B: Hmm...

N: If you decide to invite your friends for dinner, does everyone have to pay
separately...?

B: No. Are you talking about inviting friends for dinner at home or at a restaurant or
both?

N: Both!

B: If I invite someone at home, I would be the one responsible for cooking and all that. I
would cook something that everyone likes, such as meat with damsons. Meat with
damsons, almonds and boiled eggs added to it is something very special and your guest
would be very happy to have it. The other thing that people like is sefaa, which is a type
of pasta. It is very slim, short and sugary. This one is also a special dish. You can also
make couscous.

But if I am the one inviting someone to a restaurant, which is very seldom because when
you invite someone dear, you invite him/her to your house, I would be the one paying.
N: If you are visiting someone, do you need to bring something with you or not?

B: It depends on... What do you mean?

N: For example, here in the USA when people invite you, usually you bring something
like chocolate or flowers. What do I have to do if I was invited by a Moroccan family?
As we say in Egypt: one cannot come with empty hands.

B: Speaking of my family, if someone invites you for dinner, you are not obliged to bring
anything. It is commonly understood that one does not have to bring anything when
invited for dinner. But if you want to bring something—flowers, not really... Instead you
can bring dessert, like fruits. This is just if you want to bring something, but usually you
do not need to bring anything. For example, if I invite you for dinner, you do not have to
bring anything unless you want to bring sweets or something.

N: [[naudible question]

B: If my friend’s family bought a new house or got married, since it will be my first time
coming to her house, then I could bring her a present. Also, if you made changes in your
house and your family is coming to congratulate you on the renovation, the family would
bring a gift with them. In return, the host would cook the special dishes and prepare
sweets and tea.
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