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Contemporary Moroccan Cinema
Part 1
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English translation:

N: I want to ask you... Alright, can you talk about the cinema, a famous cinematographic
period?

B: Oh, Moroccan cinema—I mean, in my opinion, some of the best Moroccan movies are
the most recent ones because lately they have started to give it more attention. At some
point, the Moroccan cinema reached its best and then it sort of declined. Nowadays they
give it more attention, and you’ve got to go and see a Moroccan movie. We have some
directors who have had training abroad and mostly in places like France or any other
European country and where there are more possibilities. Most of them are young—I
mean, it’s no longer dominated by a certain group or certain names in the cinema.
Cinema became more open and the youth have become more interested in it. Also, now
there is collaboration between the old and young generation, which is something good.
There are movies that focus on the daily matters in the society. Before there wasn’t such
a thing, and now one could find some real stories [in films] or stories about children on
the streets. For instance there is a movie called “Ali Zawa” by Nabil Ayouch, who is one
of the best directors in Morocco. It shows you an issue that’s present but no one talks
about. Also, now the movies have started to talk about these things. There is another
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movie called “The Angles don’t fly over Casablanca,” which talks about issues that are
hidden and that we do not know about.
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