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Working at a Soap Factory 
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English translation: 

 
 “Working at a soap factory” [See note on cut below] 
 
Zeina:  What’s your name? 
 



Amani:  Amani Hassoun.  This caravansary1 is 600 years old.  The Turks built it.  It was a 
Turkish fortress.  Then the Ottomans came and asked the governor to make it a soap 
caravansary for the soap trade because …. There were 400 kinds of soap. 
 
Zeina:  400 kinds? 
 
Amani:  Now there are more, because we developed them, added to them, and took care 
of them. 
 
Zeina:  How many kinds are there now?   
 
Amani:  Now there are about 700.  But the ones that are known are 400.  With the oils 
and the creams.  Here all of the products are 100% natural.  This is a family business.  
The whole family works here.  What should I tell you…? 
 
Zeina:  How many stores do you have in Beirut? 
 
Amani: In Beirut at the ABC Ashrafia, before the Bristol Hotel…and also in Saida, in 
Saida and on Nadeem al-Jisr Street here; in Hamburg, Germany; Saudi Arabia;  Qatar, 
Dubai ….  
 
Zeina:  In France? 
 
Amani:  In France next to the Versailles Palace and in all of the pharmacies in Paris.  And 
soon we will be in all of the pharmacies in Europe.  Because these things for acne, 
eczema, fungus, psoriasis …. The medicinal elements that are not available … that aren’t 
available naturally.  They’re available chemically, but they aren’t as beneficial as these 
products.  
 
Zeina:  So these help, people feel that …. 
 
Amani:  People feel it because it’s all active.  100%.   
 
Zeina:  How long have you worked here? 
 
Amani:  I’ve been coming down with them [joining them] to work for two years.   
 
Zeina:  Two years.  And how do you like the work? 
 
Amani:  Of course. 
 
Zeina:  You like it. 
 

                                                 
1 An inn built along a trade route. 



Amani:  I studied accounting, and then I came back.  So I studied accounting and started 
coming down with them immediately.  First I helped them a little, and now I’m doing 
marketing here.   
 
Zeina:  At what university did you study? 
 
Amani:  I didn’t study in a university, but as soon as I finished high school I went into an 
office to finish quickly … and because the work expanded a lot, and they started to need 
help …. 
 
[Arabic stops at this point] 

 
Zeina:  And did you learn English in high school? 
 
Amani:  Yes. 
 
Zeina:  Of course.   
 
Amani:  Because I was at David Karam, an American school. 
 
Zeina:  Here in Tripoli? 
 
Amani:  In Koura.   
 
Zeina:  So you’re from Koura. 
 
Amani:  No, I’m from here.   
 
Zeina:  So, in the north.  But you’re from Tripoli.   
 
Amani:  Yes.  Our family isn’t originally from Tripoli.  Our family is Moroccan.  
Ouzzan. 
 
Zeina:  From Morocco? 
 
AMani:  Yes.   
 
Zeina:  Didn’t you say you were Hassoun? 
 
Amani:  Yes, Hassoun.  Hassoun from Morocco.  Ouzzan.  They came here and then …. 
There’s the Sidi Abd el Wahid mosque that they named after my great grandfather who 
came here.  There were six brothers of Abd el Wahid Hassoun.  They called him Hassoun 
because his voice was really nice when he made the call to prayer.  When he made the 
call to prayer, his voice was really nice.  And when Barbar Agha banned the call to 
prayer he still made it.  He didn’t comply.  The call to prayer was banned in the city of 
Tripoli, which is the city of science and scientists and a Muslim city.  So he came back 



and made the call to prayer, and Barbar Agha commanded that they bring the entire 
Hassoun family to him so he could punish them because he was very evil.  And then all 
of the people spread out and there were a lot of religions.  Today in Tripoli there are 
Sunni Muslims and Orthodox Christians.  In Saideh, in the south …. 
 
Zeina: Yes, there are many religions in Lebanon. 
 
Amani:  So now they are of all religions.  We even have Jews.  From the Hassoun family.  
All of the religions.   
 
Zeina:  All religions, all regions. 
 
Amani:  They’ve even spread all over the world.  They are all over the world.   
 
Zeina:  So it’s a very big family.   
 
Amani:  One of them works in the American Congress.  They’ve been in America for 
about 300 years.  They’re still there.  Because he came up with a very secret program for 
the government, they don’t let him come to Lebanon.   
 
Zeina: But he’s originally Lebanese? 
 
Amani:  Yes.   
 
Zeina:  From this family. 
 
Amani:  From this family. 
 
Zeina:  That’s great.  You’re related to thousands of people all over.   
 
Amani:  Our family is very big.  Actually, just in the north here it is seven or eight 
thousand people.  Also, in Dinieh about 3000 people.  Very big.   
 
Zeina:  So when you meet on Sunday for lunch …. 
 
Amani:  We don’t get together -- very seldom … because my father doesn’t like mixing a 
lot.  Of course there’s also … in any family there is …. 
 
Zeina:  There are troubles, stories. 
 
Amani:  And I … you know?  You know how they say “Stay away from the bad but sing 
to it”2?  I stay away from it but sing to it.  They’re very loving with each other and all 
that, but you can’t really get together a lot in this family.  Because they are very, very 
many.  You can’t get together on Sunday.  Everyone has work.  For example, here we 

                                                 
2 Don’t go looking for trouble.   



work on Sunday.  We don’t close.  We don’t close for holidays.  We stay open, because 
this is a tourist center.  All of them …  all of them work. 
 
Zeina:  And all year, too. 
 
Amani:  The whole world works.  We are open the whole year.  Not a single day …. 
 
Zeina:  All of the breaks. 
 
Amani:  All of them.  We don’t close at all. 
 
Zeina:  You work a lot. 
 
Amani:  That’s right. 
 
Zeina: Thank you very much. 
 
Amani:  You’re welcome.   
 
Zeina:  Merci [Thank you]. 
 
Amani:  A vous.3  It was a pleasure to meet you. 
 
Zeina:  It was a pleasure.   
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3 And to you.  This exchange is in French. 


