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Consumerism
Levantine Arabic transcript:
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English translation
“Economic Culture”
Zeina: In your opinion do the Lebanese spend a lot and save little, as people sometimes
say?
Dad: Yes. They have … I mean Lebanese society is a consumer society. It is trade
based … you find goods from all over the world; there are lots of advertisements ….
There are cases for …. There are incentives for people to take out loans and buy or to buy
on credit. It’s said about the Lebanese that they spend more than their purchasing power.
They borrow; they like to dress up; they like gadgets; they like to buy new cars; they like
to spend money on food … on all kinds of consumption. From this perspective, yes, it’s
a consumer society. And then the advertising sector is strong compared to the whole
region. A lot of the advertising firms in the region have Lebanese staff, management, and
‘creatives.’ So, of course, that affects the manner of consumption in Lebanon.
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