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English translation:
Zeina: And you finished your studies….
Dad: I finished my graduate studies in France in about five years.
Zeina: Now, how did you find life in another country? In a European country?
Dad: I found.…
Zeina: As opposed to life in Lebanon?
Dad: Really nice. Paris is a marvelous city, of course, and as for student life there are a
lot of possibilities, cultural activities,1 a social life, and in those days there were also
cultural icons and social science researchers .… The people you read about here you
could go and hear there. You could go to their class. So it was…
Zeina: So there was no what they call “culture shock”?
Dad: No. Especially since, for us, for myself or this group, we studied in French in a
school in which many were French, and in an undergraduate university in French as well.
There was no culture shock at all.
Zeina: But it’s a different country. Different weather, the people are different.…
Dad: Yes… the weather, of course it’s colder, but you get used to it. Man adapts.
There’s not a big difference, because in Paris it doesn’t snow a lot, for example. There’s
not a lot of snow. There’s more cold and rain and there was less sun than in Lebanon but
it was okay. The food was good.
Zeina: Some people say, for example, that it’s not just the French but the Europeans, or
even the Americans -- they don’t interact with people on a personal level like Arabs do.
Dad: Of course. Social relations were harder. But when you’re a student … you pay
more attention to this observation if you want to go there and live and work over there, or
start a family….
Zeina: You didn’t want to live in Paris.
Dad: I didn’t want to live in Paris, maybe for this reason. I like the social aspect less.
But when I was a student I didn’t really notice this because I lived in the student
atmosphere. There were students from all over the world. There was a very high
percentage of foreign students in Paris … from Latin America, from Morocco … I met a
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lot of friends. For example, the Moroccan ambassador to Lebanon today, Dr. Ali Umlil,
he was with us at the university in Paris. He had a career2 as a university professor, a
researcher and such. He entered the diplomatic circuit and became an ambassador, and
now he’s the ambassador to Lebanon. We were together at school. We met people from
all over the world in that context. And that context was after ’68 in Paris and the student
movement and liberation of the university and the changes that happened. So it was a
very good time and intellectually encouraging. We went to Lévi-Strauss’, Roland
Barthes’ and Derrida’s seminars. All these names that are well-known now. Alain
Touraine …. You were exposed to very sophisticated and diverse thought in the social
sciences of the whole world.
Zeina: Do you miss that good time at all?
Dad: Yes, sort of. Every time and every age has something good and things less good.
From time to time I miss it, but … you can’t go backwards.
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