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Street Scenes from Beirut 

 
 

Levantine Arabic transcript: 

 
  +*(وت: &!%$ ا"! رع

  
: دة ا"EF  & . @: G آAB: )*C@ ?*(. ا"/.( :89 ا"!< ل. إ0;  :89 7(ی5 ا"34ر2*1 0$ ا"/.(: ا-م

@J+ی،أر M+ 3ا ا"<$ارسJ9O، ال )IC، the ACS ()*? @AB: )*Cآ EF 34ن+ .Uه M+، @: G"ا 
W$0و،)*? @AB: )*Cآ EF  & ،2(وّج  ;*F  & M+  .Z*>*"89 ا: E9%& 89: 3قG+  2أ Uإزا +$ي ،ه 

 ه ";3ع &Z ،+/*(وت. +M هE;*F  & U إ?(ع -32 ا"!< ل &9* ن ?* رات. أ?(ع +(وح :89 ا"!< ل
)*G"ا، E;Jی )traffic (_?9*`،وa 1& ،)*Cآ bو  .  

  
 U34ع ش3يه;+ d:  ;.2،34عC+ 5ی)O"ام & آ$و92$.  ا$a ش3ي. +;<(ق )*G"ا eB: Uه، 

 +*3klا &O(ح &  ، :M4 ا"j ،)*G$ ا"i& ،)*G ا"G*(،وا"<3تg4*?3ت +/*(وت +*<!3ا +$ون f2 م
:d +*. ول ی<!nJ> . E زّ&3روا ?، ه$ا +M*"3 ا"G*(،ه$ا +M*"3 ا"accidents..()*G( وm2 ال،+ّ$

? &pJ آ*M+  . )F3q*+ d: o &  0$ن +*39J>Gا، :d +*. ول ی<!*p،ا"G*( -32 وoa ا"G*( ه3ن
)*G"ا E!>*" .Eاوآ.  

  
r*23ی5 ه)O"3ا اJOlی Z2 س +$ه EF Uی5،ه)O"3ا اJOl*" 3j p*F  & ، Z*+ 3اJOlوا ی)/B;*+ 

یZ*>*")parking) ...(parking ( oa3& E;J ه$ا :89 ا.  "*Os EF r( :89 0* ت%Z،ا"G* رات
+J$یZ ه3ن .  &3C4ب &oa3 ?* رات،+M ه3ا &oa3 ?* رات) 3l;+ E+)J" + )parkingل ،?* رات

وهcellular ( d: Z( +*.34ا :89 ، +*.34ا :89 ا"3k9Cن،ا"; س +M ی3a3Gا +*.34ا :89 ا"3k9Cن
+M . آC23(اF*(?*3ن...ش3 إ?<3ا...یE;J ز+_ ، وآ 32ا ی3OJا ز+_،+ -ول &;3Jا ه "!3a3G*+ .Eا

.  +Z%9>J*+ M إش رW إ32 &  ت.34ا، &  : د ا"/M*"3 یEOJ ز+_،هU :89 37ل +*.3ا :89 ا"3k9Cن
oaی/  وا)lت )*G"ا U390. ه )*Cآ MlO"ا"*3م ا Eأوآ،M>ش EF ،ء aزر  >G"ا  . Eرح 0_ إش رت Uه

رح "EF  . o 2 س +*3a)kا +$ون إش رwC+  >،Wآ( +M &1 دای،+wCآ( 8C0. اvش رة :89 ا"!< ل..:89
   . رای.*p*9: Zإ"Eyرح "o :89 ا"!< ل -وص` "9<.` . شECk ه$ا :w*+ d&(...:89 ا"!< ل

 
 
English translation: 

 
“Street Scenes: Beirut” 
 
Mom:  We’re on the road to the Corniche next to the sea.  The sea is on the left.  There 
isn’t much traffic.  Usually around four o’clock when schools get out (the IC, the ACS) 
there is a lot of traffic.  But right now it’s one o’clock and there’s not much traffic, but 
we can’t drive however we want.  I’m driving at my own comfortable pace, on the right.  
If I want to speed up, I go to the left.  But right now I can’t speed up because the left is 
full of cars.  In Beirut this kind of traffic is medium.  It’s not a lot or a little.  
 



Now we’re turning, the road curves a little.  We pass in front of McDonald’s.  Now the 
traffic has jammed a little, and the motorcycles in Beirut drive without order.  With 
traffic, against traffic, opposite to traffic – they stop wherever they want, and half of all 
accidents – That’s the traffic cop.  That’s the traffic cop, did you hear his siren?  He’s 
trying to get traffic moving because it stopped here.  He’s trying, but nobody’s paying 
attention to him.  Hear what he’s doing to get traffic to move?  Okay.   
 
Now there are people who want to cross the street over there.  There’s no light for them 
to cross the street.  They have to cross between cars.  Their lives are in danger.  On the 
right - that’s parking.  In Arabic we say ‘parking’ but it’s “maw’af”; it’s written “maw’af 
seeyarat.”  And here when people drive they talk on the phone while they’re driving.  In 
the beginning they banned that, and they used to give tickets.  But now they talk on the 
phone because the police haven’t been able to give tickets.  He just gives them a sign – 
“Don’t talk.”  Now traffic has practically stopped.  Today the weather is really nice - 
there’s sun; the sky is blue.  Now I’m going to turn on my left turn signal.  I remember --  
but I don’t always remember.  A lot of people turn without a signal.  I’m going to turn 
left (that guy’s honking).  I’m going to turn left to get to the place we’re going to. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
About CultureTalk: CultureTalk is produced by the Five College Center for the Study of World 
Languages and housed on the LangMedia Website. The project provides students of language and culture 
with samples of people talking about their lives in the languages they use everyday. The participants in 
CultureTalk interviews and discussions are of many different ages and walks of life. They are free to 
express themselves as they wish. The ideas and opinions presented here are those of the participants. 
Inclusion in CultureTalk does not represent endorsement of these ideas or opinions by the Five College 
Center for the Study of World Languages, Five Colleges, Incorporated, or any of its member institutions: 
Amherst College, Hampshire College, Mount Holyoke College, Smith College and the University of 
Massachusetts at Amherst.  
 
© 2003-2010 Five College Center for the Study of World Languages and Five Colleges, Incorporated 


