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Studying and Working in Tourism in Lebanon

Levantine Arabic transcript:
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English translation:

“Studying Tourism”/ “Historic Anjar-2”

Aram: You want my c.v.?

Zeina: Yeah, something like that.

Aram: Okay. I went to school in Anjar, up to fifth grade, elementary (they call it
“elementary”). I went to Zahleh for secondary school, about 12-15 kilometers from
Anjar.

Zeina: Not very far.

Aram: And I finished with a philosophy concentration in secondary school. “College.”
Zeina: Philosophy meaning a Lebanese Bac'?

Aram: Lebanese Bac. So I finished in Zahleh. And then I started at LIU — Lebanese
International University.

Zeina: In Beirut --or at another branch?
Aram: There are three branches. Saida, Beirut, Bekaa. I went to Bekaa. I’ve been there

for two years and I’m learning two specialties: bank and finance, and accounting
management double major.

! Baccalaureat — Fr. French high school system terminating in exams in different subjects. Students must
pass the exams in order to receive their diplomas.



Zeina: So you didn’t study archaeology.

Aram: [ didn’t study archaeology because I took a course at the Ministry of Tourism.
I’'m alocal guide, I don’t leave Anjar. Free time only. In my holiday time only.

Zeina: So you don’t —

Aram: Summer job and holiday time. I don’t do this all the time.

Zeina: And you don’t want to do....

Aram: Archaeology? No.

Zeina: No. And do archaeology students come here from AUB or...

Aram: Archaeology students from the Lebanese University or from the Lebanese
Institute...Dikwani, come here. Because the ones who are enrolled at AUB or LIU or in
the American system don’t enroll in archaeology programs.

Zeina: They don’t have archaeology departments at AUB?

Aram: They have them but very few people register in them. People who want to study
archaeology go to the Lebanese University. It’s cheaper. Archaeologyisn’ta ...
specialization. People do medicine, nursing, marketing, accounting...these
specializations. And people who enroll at the Lebanese University don’t go to
archeological sites to do projects or things like that.

Zeina: Really? They don’t go out and...

Aram: Very few do. If you’re enrolled in tourism (at Dikwani or the Beirut Institute)
they...the Institute makes them go out. For example every month an archeological site:
Anjar, Baalbeck, Beit ittteen...

Zeina: And they study to be tour guides?

Aram: They explain how...the main guides that teach at the institutes, who’ve been in
tourism for 30, 40 years — They bring them here and they explain how to explain [things]
to tourists after they’ve graduated.

Zeina: Work like you’re doing.

Aram: Like I’m doing, and better, maybe. Because their professors know what’s right
and what’s wrong. Something like that. And people doing tourism have to know three to

four languages, at least. And the people in charge of these programs are placing
emphasis on hard languages like Russian, Turkish ....



Zeina: Really?

Aram: In Lebanon few people speak these languages. Few guides.

Zeina: Of course.

Aram: Like Turkish, Russian, Armenian ...

Zeina: But are they in demand?

Aram: Yes, of course.

Zeina: People come from —

Aram: Turks come, Russians come. There are tourists from those countries.

Zeina: Okay, thanks.
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