CultureTalk Arab Levant Video Transcripts: http://langmedia.fivecolleges.edu
Shopping the Souk
Levantine Arabic transcript:

هبه: كيف ال"shopping" وال"eating out" ؟

هديل: "well" في الأردن, الحلو في الاردن أنو ممكن تمشي في شارع وتنبسطي مش أنو اشتريتي شغله أو روحتي على السوق "just walking" في السوق..السوق"is like a market but is out it the street" ..."when just walking in Souk you can see a thousand faces and you can tell people come from other parts of Al-Urdun just to shop, and they all smoke.” بالسوق ممكن تشتري "anything" لا أي أشي بخطر ببالك, في السوق "you find different places, it is not like a super market" مثلا بتفوت جوا بتلاقي "each" محل فيه "different merchandise" يعني مش زي "Wal-Mart" بتقوت وبتلاقي "oh in this aisle they have this and in this aisle they have that." في السوق عندهم مثلا محل أرجيله, وأرجيله "is a type of tobacco and mostly teenagers " لحد عمرهم "eighty" بدخنوا الأرجيله. "it is more traditional, here they call it Hookah, it is more traditional water pipe and it represents relaxation.” “it is not the fact that you are smoking it, it is the fact that you are sitting around you family   و مرتاحين , و having good time".
English translation:

Heba: How is the shopping and eating out? 
Hadeel: Shopping … in Jordan ... The nice thing about Jordan is that you may walk in a street and be happy not that you bought something but they you were walking in the souk
.  The souk is a market but out in the street. While walking in the souk you will see a thousand faces and you can tell that people from other parts of Jordan come just to shop. And in the souk you might buy anything that may cross your mind. It’s not like a supermarket where you and enter and you find each shop has different merchandise. It’s not like Walmart, you enter and in this aisle they have this and in this aisle they have that. The shopping area, for example, they have an Argelah shop and Argelah is very very popular in Jordan. Argelah is a type of tobacco and mostly teenagers up to those 80 years old smoke Argelah. It’s more a tradition.. Here they call it Hookah … it’s a more traditional water pipe and it represents relaxation.. It isn’t the fact that you are smoking it.  It’s the fact that you are sitting around with your family, relaxing and having a good time. 
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� A souk is a shopping area





