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Dinner Invitations
Levantine Arabic transcript:
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English translation:
Woman behind camera: For a dinner, who invites people and how?
Woman: For a dinner, the husband and the wife do that; I mean the father and the mother
are the ones who do it.
Woman behind camera: And what happens?
Woman: And if the dinner is meant for one of their daughters, then it’s possible that the
daughter is the one who invites her male and female friends to the dinner.
Woman behind camera: Okay. And if someone wants to bring … ah … I mean a guest
or….
Woman: This is very normal. We, we are known for Arab hospitality and that the house
is open if a person wishes to bring two, three, four guests, they are welcomed to the
house. Usually it’s preferable to inform people that, for instance, I would like to bring a

guest, in order for the person to be prepared to receive all the guests. But usually, each
guest is welcomed; we don’t say otherwise.
Woman behind camera: Okay. And what about being punctual? How, I mean for
example, how…?
Woman: Of course when I write on the invitation that the dinner is at 5:00 p.m., for
instance, or 7:00 p.m., it means that I insinuate that the dinner will take place from 7:00
to 10:00. So people comply with these times, and everyone comes according to the time
that fits them. The important thing is to come between 7:00 and 10:00. Later than that is
rejected because it affects the place we are gathering in.1
Woman behind camera: What if you have a feast at your home … ah … are there specific
times or not?
Woman: Of course. If I want to have a feast in my house at, for example, 8:00 o’clock,
circumstances sometimes force people to come a little bit late or a little bit early or on
time; usually, there is respect in these matters and one would show up on time.
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She means that staying after 10:00 p.m. will affect the people of the household where the dinner is.

