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The Dabke  

 

 

Levantine Arabic transcript: 
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English translation: 

 
Heba: what is the Arab dabke?1 
 
Sarah: It’s a certain movement which is done by a group. There might be a person in their 
midst or not, depending on the type of dabke, because there are many types of dabke, and 
there are people who, I mean, don’t know all types of dabke. 
 
Heba: Do they dance the dabke at weddings?  
 
Sarah: Yes, yes, but some people like it and some don’t. So there must be music, and you 
would find that people start dancing.  
 
Heba: Young men or men and women?  
 
Sarah: It also depends; if it is mixed, they may dance together. And even if it’s not mixed, 
perhaps at the end [of the dance] if they know each other very well .… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
1 Dabke is an Arabic word for a certain Arab dance. It’s very popular in most Arab countries, but with 
slight differences.  
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