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A Model of Arab Hospitality
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English translation:
Woman: hospitality stems from someone’s inner nature. Usually, however, it’s known to
be the Arabs’ custom. They even make an ideal of a man called Hatem el-Ta’ee.1 Hatem
el-Ta’ee was the most generous among people, to the extent that one day he received
guests and he had nothing but a camel, which was very important for him … and how he
slaughtered it and fed it to his guests instead of having them leave with no food. Usually
generosity is found among all families. Even if one has only a cup of coffee, he serves a
cup of coffee; if he has a cup of tea, he serves this cup of tea. One uses anything he has in
his home to welcome others. So there is no home … ah … I mean one tries his best to be
hospitable to a person who came to visit.
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Hatem el-Ta’ee was the most generous and hospitable man known in the Arabic history. He lived shortly
before the appearance of Islam.

