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On Divorce

Persian transcript:
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English translation:

Mohsen: Now, if a girl, let’s say who is twenty-five years old...since most of the time such girls
who burn themselves' are very young. .. now if a girl who is twenty-five, thirty years old or less
seeks divorce, what could for example happen to a divorcée?

Azita: Well, first of all, if she doesn’t have the financial means by which she could keep in mind
a place for herself to live—where to go and live alone, she must go back to live with her parents.
Many parents, just like what I said don’t like to have a divorced daughter live with them. It is
shameful for them to say our daughter is divorced and is back to live with us. Then, the society
too thinks; now especially men think such a divorced woman is a good choice to take sexual
advantage of since they [think] this woman is a defenseless being. There is no husband to protect
her. There are no parents to stand by her. Very easily they [men] allow themselves to...

Mohsen: Why? A girl, a girl who is twenty-five years old can easily remarry since she is young!
Nothing special has happened.

Azita: Many families are too...this is not true for every one nowadays. In our family there are
young girls who were married. At the age of twenty-five they realized they couldn’t continue and
got divorced. Fortunately, after a few years remarried. Their marriages are also very successful.
But again it can’t be the same example for the entire society. However, in Iran a thirty year old
man prefers to marry a twenty-five year old girl who’s [never] been married, not some one who
is a divorcée.

Mohsen: Isn’t it that a girl who gets divorced must normally wait for an older [than her] man to
come and marry her?

Azita: Exactly! Either he must be older or that he has been previously married and has children
and things like that. Now, he wants to marry her as his second wife. Well, options are very

limited.

Mohsen: It is correct. I mean really if a young girl seeks divorce, she must wait for a very
few...she must wait that someone who...

Azita: ...is on her level.
Mohsen: Exactly, who is also closer to her age...marry him.

Azita: Normally, it’s like this. Again it is not absolute. For example, it is different in various
places of Iran, but statistically it is like this.

Mohsen: Right.

! Previously Mohsen and Azita had discussed the issue of young women committing suicide by self-immolation.
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