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Ankur Sings Songs

Hindi transcript:
- आपका नाम क्या है?

- अंकुर।

- और तुम स्कूल जाते हो?

- हाँ।

- और कौन-सी कक्षा में पढ़ते हो?

- नर्सरी।

- नर्सरी कक्षा में? और कक्षा में क्या सीखते हो?

(नेपथ्य- बोलो, गाने।)

- गाने सीखता हूँ।

- गाने सीखते हो? और ‘A B C D’ सीखते हो – अक्षरमाला? (अंकुर सिर हिलाता है।) अच्छा, और स्कूल पसन्द है? (अंकुर सिर हिलाता है।) और हमारे लिए एक कविता... गाओगे? गाना गाओगे? अच्छा, बोलो।

- (गाता है) 

चुन्नू-मुन्नू हैं दो भाई, रसगुल्ले पर हुई लड़ाई।

झगड़ा सुनकर मम्मी आई, दोनों के दो चपट लगाई।


आधा तू ले चुन्नू बेटा, आधा तू ले मुन्नू बेटा।

ऐसा झगड़ा कभी न करना, मिलजुल कर सब प्रेम से रहना।

(तालियाँ।)

- आपको फिल्म देखना पसंद है? (अंकुर सिर हिलाता है।) और आपका सबसे favorite actor कौन है?

- शाहरुख खाँ।

- शाहरुख खाँ? शाहरुख खाँ का कोइ गाना मालूम है? कौन-सा?

- (गाता है) 

हर घड़ी बदल रही है रूप ज़िंदगी, छाँव है कभी, कभी है धूप ज़िंदगी।

हर पल यहाँ जी भर जीयो, जो है समा, कल हो न हो।

(तालियाँ।)

English translation:
- What is your name?

- Ankur.

- And, do you go to school?

- Yes.

- What grade do you study in?

- Nursery.

- In nursery grade*? And what do you learn in class?

(*In India, a nursery school is often part of a kindergarten school. Hence ‘nursery grade’.)

(Someone prompts: “Say: songs.”)

- I learn songs.

- You learn songs? And do you learn ‘A B C D’ – the alphabet? (Ankur nods.) So, do you like school? (Ankur nods.) And, will you sing a … rhyme for us? Will you sing a song? Okay, [sing].

- (Recites):

Two brothers Chunnu [and] Munnu, 

Fought over a rasgulla.*
Mummy came to intervene,

[And] smacked both of them.

Chunnu, child, you get half,

Munnu, child, you do, too.

Don’t you fight this way again,

[And] live in peace together.

(Applause. Someone says “Yay!”)

(*Balls of curd cheese in syrup – a Bengali delicacy.)

- Do you like to watch movies? (Ankur nods.) And who is your favorite actor?

- Shahrukh Khan.

- Shahrukh Khan? Do you know a Shahrukh Khan song*?

(*There is much playback singing in Hindi films. Stars usually lip-synch. As a result, a song gets associated with an actor almost as much as with its singer.)

- (Sings):

Life changes shapes every moment,

Now a shadow, now sunshine – that’s life for you.

Live life to the hilt every moment,

This [is] the time; who knows if there’s tomorrow.

(“Yay!”)

About CultureTalk: CultureTalk is produced by the Five College Center for the Study of World Languages and housed on the LangMedia Website. The project provides students of language and culture with samples of people talking about their lives in the languages they use everyday. The participants in CultureTalk interviews and discussions are of many different ages and walks of life. They are free to express themselves as they wish. The ideas and opinions presented here are those of the participants. Inclusion in CultureTalk does not represent endorsement of these ideas or opinions by the Five College Center for the Study of World Languages, Five Colleges, Incorporated, or any of its member institutions: Amherst College, Hampshire College, Mount Holyoke College, Smith College and the University of Massachusetts at Amherst. 

© 2003-2008 Five College Center for the Study of World Languages and Five Colleges, Incorporated
