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Playing and Watching Cricket

Hindi transcript:
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English translation:

(Note: The following conversation contains errors typically made by very young
speakers. Only the most glaring ones have been pointed out.)

- Namaste. Today I have brought my friend Aditya with me. So, talk to him!

- My favorite game is cricket.

- 1, too, like cricket very much.

- Because cricket involves bowling, batting ... it is great fun to do these things.

- I began to play cricket in ’96.* I began to play in 96, and that year I played cricket very
well**. At the time, [ was in grade 3.

(*The speaker should have said Hel °96 3 Topehe WeldT start [T, **This appears to be

the speaker’s meaning. ¥ is used unnecessarily.)



- Aditya, you seem very professional!
- (Aditya grins) I learned cricket on my own. T.V .... I learned it* from watching [games
on] T.V.

(*The speaker should have said 31'5#, not A PI; 30 39 , hot U4 F. Also, in this
context, I.dT. &I is incorrect.)

- Hey, I, myself have watched several* cricket matches on T.V. And I often* watched the
older children in my neighborhood — [watched] how they bowled, how they played. So, I
got to like the game a lot*. And I do know that it is a very popular game the world over.
In a way, cricket is a kind of disease! Because you have to be very skilled in the game.
One ... you ... one ...you don’t do just one thing in cricket, like kicking a ball over and
over again, or hitting a ball with a racquet — you jog, run, get [guys to] bowl, and bat, and
alot ... alot... I mean, you need a lot of skill to play the game.

(*The children use the word @THT in place of expressions more appropriate to the

context(s). Also, U is passable in informal speech, but strictly speaking, incorrect. It is GX
in every instance.)

- At home, my older sister likes cricket very much. My sister ... my sister is 18 years old.
- Cricket is also played at school. Girls play too. [But] mostly I have seen boys play. In
my view, boys ought to play it more [than girls] because boys are more skilled at sports.
- But I feel that boys and girls ought to play cricket together. In international matches — at
which only boys play — half... five memb... — each team has eleven members — five
people should be m ... boys, and five [members of the] team should be girls. And one
wicket-keeper — this could be either [a girl or a boy]. And I don’t think that the game is
more for boys ...

Actually, cricket is a game in which a bat and a ball are used, which is very ... I ... in
my view ... [ like a lot. It is played on a rather large field ... and ... pitch — that’s what it
is called. On it ... I mean, quite ... the game is played in that area. Each team contains
eleven players. Three upright sticks stand at the end of both pitches (the speaker means
‘at either end of the pitch’), on which are placed two wooden...

- Bails.

- Bails, yes, that’s what they’re called ... and that is the wicket. And a line [is] drawn*
just ahead of the wicket, which is the ... line. And it is exactly the same at the other end.
And cricket ...

(*EYEY... ST & is incorrect. It should be replaced by WIEY... ST &)

- That it called the crease.

- That ... that is ¢ ...called the crease ... and also the wicket. And the mid ... middle part
of the pitch — it ... it’s quite ... very ... line ... it’s made very flat, very ... very firm and
flat, and the ball plays well [on it] ... [it’s made firm] so that the ball ... bounces well.

- We always watch [the games]. Yes, in a way ... in a way it is very much a game for the
fans.



- But h...here they are much too crazy about cricket. I mean, these days when the World
Cup matches are held, or when there is a big tournament, giant screens are put up outside
malls and shopping centers, and many people gather around to ... watch the games [on
those screens]. I myself have the most fun watching India play Australia. I also enjoy the
games between India and Pakistan very much.

- I like the matches with Australia ... Australia and South Africa and Sri Lanka — I like
these games more [than I like others]. I don’t enjoy our matches with Pakistan so much.
- I think that the India-Pakistan matches — the so-called matches — are in a way ... a big
media hype kind of thing. Because, I mean, we know that we [India] want peaceful
relations with other countries ... [These matches] turn into a big media hype kind of
thing.
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