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Muslim Birth and Death Observances
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English translation:

As far as births go, they are normal, as births take place, in the hospital. And there is a lot
of celebration. Some people have functions (celebrations). They have an event at which
the child is named ... there is a naming event. And ... [the child’s] relatives come with
many gifts, all that,  mean, a lot of friends [of the family] visit, and relatives, there is
much celebration. And there are many functions. And akhiga, among us, Muslims, there
is something called akhiga, some people do it later; some people do it right away. Since a
child has been born, they perform some charity in his/her name (i.e. for his/her well-
being). So some lamb, or meat, some halal animal, not chicken ... goat, or buffalo,
something, [ mean, mostly it is goat, it is sacrificed and its meat is distributed among the
poor. And there is a big function for this also. To children ... the same things ...
obviously, the way functions are, wearing new clothes, people bringing gifts and so on.

And the thing is that some people cremate, others bury. We (Muslims), of course, bury
[our dead] in graves, in the ground, just as the Christians do, so do the Muslims ... the
only difference is that we bury without a coffin and they [Christians] use a coffin. So
then, when there is a death, there is some mourning, the people, as usual, as with other
people ... the person is buried after a while, when everyone has come to see the face [of
the dead person] for the last time, I mean those who are close to the person; then the
person is buried. Culturally speaking, after that people hold a dasvan when it has been ten
days since the death; then some food is prepared and distributed and there is more
mourning etc., which, as I said, in Islam is wrong. All these rituals, these are forbidden.
Allah has said that one should not mourn anything for more than three days. There is
sorrow in the heart, we cry, we should ask Allah for strength, ask Allah for forbearance
but all these functions — that now its been ten days, its been forty days, now its been this
or that, since the death — that is wrong, because [the person] was God’s property that has
since been returned to him. In the same way, we do not put [the body] in a coffin,
because the human being is made of dust and returns to dust, so then why save [the body]
like mummies? The soul departs anyway.
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