CultureTalk Georgia Video Transcripts: http://langmedia.fivecolleges.edu
Languages and Popular Culture

Georgian transcript:

0 89300005 3030939 LOJoMM39w™MT0 JOMHOMISE borbo MY gbsBY 035653 o
0053560 960l 256 300093 ¥) WS35M53009b b3S 9659 BMYsI.

LogoM P390 MBO(305IOHO 965 5MOL JoMY 0. Mo30L0 IO MBOSBI© o
51939 MBOM MYBOMLO PoMdS 835M53MOL MHYLYEs 0doGH™d MHmA B39b 3045300
LodFMms 3930060L 9360900 S Jo0sb FogM(39egdo 9bs 0ym MHYLweo, Joga™Msd S0
O EOHML 5boo MoMds 080 65 HMLLIESE SV W5350153MBL MrodYBIWOE3
06gcobM5. s939 doe0sb 19360 L3P MBL 9O, BEOIBYMWL S Ju3sbMOBSE3
0] 56 3(300900.

Q5 99b... 935369350.
35658 MROM 0bawoliv@mo s Hlwmwo.
@5 996 65 9690Bg LEMOOHMD?

39, Jo®omeo, HMlmwo, 0bywolveo s 4g®dsbmeo.

5 BogdoMm39wMmdo 300g35m BB IMH0s, M 5530560 8356153MdPIL MM 9bsBYg
099 9B godm®BgYo...

563, 259mMBGME0 56 5Gol, 30603999 M0, 0b0dd Lydo gbs yz9esd ool slig v olsg.
MM 5 dMML Bodgd0b 35063, 080EH™I MM oMo Bowdgdl 396
3056M360m. $396 39S B0EIAL MoE PodmEOL, M) 306MMYOEHOT0O 56 2530 MBOM
Ol Es© 963969096 96 0baEolMo, 5d0EHMA MMM F9lo SHIEYSBOMBS
1300393056 85063 LFIZEMBL 53 9bSL.

M3EHMMOO B0EdgOoL A5MPY, MEbM® 39EIOLMD bbgs M5 Tgbgds dod3m?

139EGH9bs© 3139600 MEbMME FMBo3sL, 080EMD MMA oMo GUEBHMIS 5OG 0bY
3305, O 3BIGbm 9@ gLO® 5TJOOZM 56 ML guBGIILSE 3MLTgbo.
30093 95056 3Mm3MsMH¥0s 0Ol BglE035w0, LHSE JoOMZgEo

dmIMgmH 9003 IMbsfiogmdgb s 649 Im3eg doer0sb ol s6ol, 360d3z6gwm3zs60 sGOL
bedy B3gbcz0l s ymggwm30b 31yt gdo ©s 3arIerdyds@303mmdm JoOm3gew
§o60mTop9begdl. 300093, 9360M30D00L BIBE035¢LSE 3YYIMIOM, LOSE 93MM30L
943946900 s B Lodo®mzgwms 8500 MOl dMbsfoergmdl. s b Mg gbo dogosb



OO ©39E9LMdS »AGOL 53xM03w MY3L WS MO Boffowro MLTgEL BIL 6 K} oBL 56
o053 B3 s Bbgs 3090bstrgmdgdL.

996 65 3Ho3ob 3MB03s 30Y35ML S 300g35m, 896 306G oMBRI360s MEbMMGO dMliogs,
539603290 3035, 0¢¥) 85063 JoOromamlisg mdgb beendg?

JoO»ME0 33 3MLo3ol 56 36 LogMM. 390, YYROM boerbm@Mo dmliozs dmafmbl,
359658 ymM39000mMo 35063 396 3BT, gobHgmdsbg Mbs 3ogm. 96 godzom
do05b 396205 JoOmmeo dMlozol Imdgbs, HmEs MBGb ¢rs03do, 6w GMmEs 30350
LYBOLDO Bobs®. doe0sb bAoGms©, HM3d JoOMMEo LYBEOS 0T>MMYdS, 0 8585353900
063 Fobo 0§ygd9b bmendg dMo35bd0sh LodMgMsls. sb 3odzsm Mmas B39b
3036009000 bmendg dgM0M900, 30J350 ILILZYDJISE MMA 35O Bsgbwrwdo,
doe05b bdoMmo 0sdg 3mEmbl 356madm s 3MEmbol oM dgdm g3bbogdom s
6Md90dg, 30L53 89v9dE05 0BHIMSDY 330, 0L F0BIMIBY ©93693L s 64) 30WgOHOM
56 439 9OHMO 96 HMIg0dyg, 30L53 89905, S oMM FMLOZSL HMAMOE Falo
L9 306M09d0 3BTYD. S 0Ly BMYsI 3MLAYE 3sbOIMEO MMV s MsbsTgEMH™M3ZY
3dmb03sL, 56v) 5658900MM39L OEO® SOEF MMIL 56 3LGD S 5OEF 3M3L S sOEF MY3U.
13939bs© MRO™ g9 IMLo3sL 3BT, X 9BOE FMIGMBL s MHMZ03.

doe05b 3960. 5 T9b 0430 MM oblv3MMMYdM 256(ymdsBg Mbs 3oym GMJ
JoOmME boewb® LodMgM9dl ImzmLTobmm s 53 2oblis3 MmO 49BFYMdSTo o
030 lbIYOS?

b 5996003500 HMA BS3MZ9O s 9 MHMA 33BM3OMD, MBOM BMLESA0MOHO 256 ymds
03Eolbdgdo.

English translation:

I: Could you tell me what languages people usually speak in Georgia, and whether people
generally speak other languages in addition to their primary language?

R: The official language in Georgia is Georgian, which has its own alphabet. Older generations
also speak Russian, because we were in the Soviet Union and Russian was the official language
in Georgia. But recently new generations don’t speak Russian as well as they speak English.
Also, many people study German, French, and Spanish too, | think.

I: And you... excuse me.

R: But more people speak English and Russian as their second and third languages.

I: And what languages do you speak?



R: I speak Georgian, Russian, English, and German.
I Is it normal for someone in Georgia to speak four languages?

R: It’s not that special. People know at least three languages, at least from movies, because we
can’t translate many movies into Georgian. Unless movies are shown in movie theatres®, we
have to watch them in Russian or English. So, the youth usually learn the two languages from
movies.

I: Besides foreign movies, how else do you interact with other cultures?

R: We usually listen to foreign music, because Georgian singers are not so popular. We mainly
listen to American and Russian music. The Jurmala Festival is very famous in Georgia.
Georgians also participate and it’s very important for us. We always watch it on TV and support
Georgian representatives. We also watch the Eurovision Festival — almost [all] European
countries participate in it; Georgia does too. Most of the time, a vast majority listens to American
rap and some people listen to rock or jazz or something else.

I: What kind of music do you like, and do you personally prefer foreign, American music, or do
you usually listen to Georgian music?

R: I never listen to Georgian pop music. | prefer older folk music, but | can’t really listen to it
every day; | have to be in the mood for it. Georgian music is amazing when you’re listening to it
live; so when you’re at a sufra®, oftentimes the men start singing polyphonically. Or for
example, when I’m on holiday with my friends in the summer, very often, we light a fire in the
evening and sit around the fire. Whoever can play the guitar plays the guitar, and we sing either
together or separately - if you can really sing. Usually, | listen to Georgian music when we’re in
these situations. Generally, | listen to classic rock and modern music. Actually, | don’t really
listen to modern rock or pop or rap music. | mostly listen to older music. I like both jazz and
rock.

1 When movies are screened in movie theaters, they are translated into Georgian. Georgian TV channels have also
started translating movies into Georgian, but the majority of films are still only available in English or in Russian.

% The direct translation for Le®s is a “feast”; however, the word “feast” does not convey everything for which
sufra stands. Sufra connotes having guests over for dinner (not just family members), drinking alcohol and having a
toastmaster who proposes different toasts. The toast sequence is generally pretty standard, but it can also be
determined by the toastmaster’s personal preferences, the occasion, the guests at the sufra, and other circumstances.
Moreover, sufra usually has a rich food selection. This doesn’t necessarily mean an expensive meal or a specific
variety of food, it just means that if a family is having a sufra rather than an ordinary dinner, they will bring out the
best of what they have — it could be just bread and cheese, or they could slaughter a chicken or a cow to offer it to
their guests.

Usually, the toastmaster assigns a merikife, who is in charge of pouring wine (or other alcoholic beverages). If it’s a
large sufra, the toastmaster assigns several merikifes. The toastmaster and merikifes are always men. Women are
usually in charge of setting the table, preparing the food, and changing people’s plates when they get messy (even in
Georgian restaurants, it is very common to get a clean plate several times throughout one meal). All special
occasions are celebrated with a sufra, but people also put on a sufra for special guests, relatives that they haven’t
seen in a long time, to celebrate academic or career achievements, etc.



I: Very good. Regarding listening to Georgian music, you said you have to be in the mood for it.
What did you mean by that?

R: Now that I am in America and I live here... | mean the nostalgic mood.
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