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Times for Weddings

English translation:

In Ethiopia, weddings are celebrated in various ways. There are some differences between Christian and Muslim weddings but the main difference is between weddings in the city and in the country. Since my experience is in the city, that’s what I will speak about. 
Now, in the city, weddings are not celebrated during times of fasting. This is because, during fasting periods, most people are – the main fasts are before Christmas and before Easter and during fasting, people can’t eat anything with meat, or cheese, or milk in it so weddings can’t be properly celebrated. And since everyone won’t be able to enjoy themselves, they aren’t held at these times. 
When fasting is over, there are many weddings. And people spend their Saturdays and Sundays going to weddings. 
Weddings in Ethiopia, the ones that I’ve seen, have very many, many people because the guests aren’t just the friends of the bride and groom but also all their relatives, the relatives and friends of their parents, people they’ve known for a long time, everybody gets invited, so the weddings get pretty big. This isn’t simply for the happiness of the bride and groom but so that everyone they know can celebrate and be happy with them; everyone shares this joy together. 
About CultureTalk: CultureTalk is produced by the Five College Center for the Study of World Languages and housed on the LangMedia Website. The project provides students of language and culture with samples of people talking about their lives in the languages they use everyday. The participants in CultureTalk interviews and discussions are of many different ages and walks of life. They are free to express themselves as they wish. The ideas and opinions presented here are those of the participants. Inclusion in CultureTalk does not represent endorsement of these ideas or opinions by the Five College Center for the Study of World Languages, Five Colleges, Incorporated, or any of its member institutions: Amherst College, Hampshire College, Mount Holyoke College, Smith College and the University of Massachusetts at Amherst. 

© 2003-2009 Five College Center for the Study of World Languages and Five Colleges, Incorporated

