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Talking About Buhe 

 

English translation: 

 

N: Nafkote  M: Woman on the left 

 

N: Buhe!
1
 I really like buhe. Did you used to go around singing in the neighborhood? 

 

M: No. 

 

N: [singing] Hoya-hoye. Ho.  

 

M: No, I don’t remember doing that.  

 

N: It’s fun; it’s really fun.  

 

M: All right, give us some details on it.  

 

N: Uhh…a stick, or uhh – what’s it called? We used to call it kish-kish because it made a 

noise like “kish-kish.” You use that and, all sorts of things -- drums, if you have them. 

It’s usually done by boys, so what’s great about being a girl is that, since people aren’t 

used to it, when you go and sing you get money. That could have changed now, though… 

And, I don’t know, I really liked it. Back then, I remember I did it for some coins, for a 

little bit of money, but yeah…Buhe’s a great holiday. You go around to all the houses, 

you ask and sing, and they give you something. If they have bread, they’ll give you 

bread. If they have money, they’ll give you money.  

 

M: In fact, the original tradition was to give bread. It’s only now that people have started 

to give money.  

 

N: Yes, the people are changing.  

 

M: They changed, yes.  
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