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English translation: 
 
Wedding ceremonies vary, based on the living situation. Sometimes people hold them in 
a club, or they are held in a hotel -- a big hall in a hotel -- or in a house -- a big house, or 
in a big garden in a house.  
 
Certainly, before the marriage, the wedding night, there is something called Henna 
[night]. The Henna night is more beautiful than the wedding, God knows, in my opinion. 
It’s a big ceremony in the groom’s house and the bride’s house. The bride’s friends and 
the groom’s friends … and they put henna on the bride’s hands and feet, making nice 
drawings. They hold candles and move in a circle, creating a beautiful atmosphere in the 
house … and songs and drumming and dancing. 
 
The following day, the bride goes to the beauty salon, and, sure, she wears the white 
dress, and the veil. Her friends gather around her. The family and her mother are 
definitely busy with the guests and the relatives who come. But the friends are always 
with the bride, and the same with the groom. After that, the bride is dressed up at the 
beauty salon, wearing the dress and the veil -- and is ready. Then he [the groom] comes 
and takes her in his car. The car is decorated, and there is noise. They [friends] must 
create a friendly atmosphere around the bride. Then, they start going to the club, or the 
hotel, a hall in the hotel. After that, the official ceremony starts. The bride and groom 
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enter, and guests start to give presents to them, such as sweets, and cake; then songs and 
dancing start. 
 
Weddings in Egypt are mixed, whether in the countryside or the city. Weddings, for 
example, have no [separate] places for men and places for women -- no.   
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