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Countryside Visiting Etiquette 

 
Egyptian Arabic transcript: 
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English translation: 

 

Visits in the countryside are spontaneous. In other words, people in the village are either 
blood relatives or in-laws. They are all relatives, whether they are first cousins, second 
cousins, or third cousins. Most people in the village are relatives. For example, if 
someone heard you passed an exam …. People start coming and congratulating you on 
your success. If they find out that you are traveling abroad, people have to come, and the 
whole family visits with their hugs and kisses. These visits are spontaneous and 
unorganized.  For example, your family may come to visit and spend the whole day at 
your home, and you can’t tell them to go home. People might sometimes come at night, 
and when they come … we have an expression in Arabic: “people can’t enter with their 
hands empty.” The visitor may bring fruits with him, or may bring a present to anyone in 
the family he is visiting. For example, if you graduate, people will visit you and bring 
presents; they may give you money, which is a little weird. Also, if you pass an exam, a 
person may come and give you money. If someone heard that someone was sick, tired, or 
went to the doctor, they will come and visit him/her. So, you really don’t know how 
visitors [will] come. If someone is sick, then the house is full of people. But one of the 
courtesies of visiting a sick person is to not stay for long. If the person you are visiting is 
sick or tired, you come over and see if the person is okay and ask about him/her, and then 
you leave. A person may visit a person in the hospital, too. 
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