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My Visit to the USA 

 

Egyptian Arabic transcript: 
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وب�Oور یX*. آ95ى ا>-!آ, . ا/VIT ب�[. E .E"9ة 01ا/. ش]9، وب�Oور &%ة وAی!ت، یX*. أ#! زرت أربY وAی!ت
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9W- .E Ym0/ف &, اn"Goا pX1% -! ب d/إ .E %�0#.، /:, آ!ن -, . ب":0ن أآ?[eی h4 /.  %ًا إن ه[q/آ!ن -, ا
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  . أ#! M1A"0ا A0D/ 9e+ .Eی!ت ا/?"<%ة ا>-9ی:�(
 

 

English translation: 

 

-  Eid, you have come to the U.S. twice. The first time was one or two years ago, and this 
time. Please talk to us about your experience in the U.S.A. 

 
- My experience in the U.S.A! I was lucky that the first time I put my feet on the lands of 
U.S.A., I was participating in a program called “The International Visitor.” This program 
is big and huge, and funds are specified to it, because any one on this program spends 
about a month and visits several states. I visited four states. Also, anyone on the program 
visits the major research and academic institutions in the U.S.A.  

 

http://langmedia.fivecolleges.edu/


I can say that the cultural shock was there when I first came here, because certainly when 
I visit Stanford University, for instance, and see how different the educational system is 
because of the huge resources … I benefited a lot from that visit in spite of the short time. 
Also professors from Arab universities were with me. I represented Egypt, but there were 
others representing different Arab countries. It was also an opportunity to learn about 
other Arab cultures that are certainly a little different from Egypt. It was very easy for 
them to understand me, but it was hard for me to understand some of the Arabic dialects. 
That was strange for me, when I find an Arab person speaks Arabic while I cannot 
understand him one hundred percent.  

 
What made me happy is that Egyptian dialect is being understood -- or its ability to reach 
any Arab person -- while the Gulf dialects or other Arabic dialects are somewhat 
difficult, even for each other. When you see a Yemeni speaking to a Kuwaiti or a Saudi, 
they might not be able to communicate very well. But all of them communicate with an 
Egyptian well.  

 
- This was your first interaction with American life.  

  
- I considered this visit not only to see American culture but also to know many other 
different cultures. Even American society has a mixture of many different cultures. We 
met people with a Hispanic origin, African origin, Italian origin, Arabic origin. American 
society is a blend of different cultures. Eventually, one doesn’t sail in one culture only; he 
owns the capability to recognize other different cultures. This is the amazing thing I find 
about the U.S.A. Despite the different cultures and backgrounds of the people in the 
U.S.A., at the end all of them represent the fabric of the nation; what an amazing thing 
this is! I noticed it in the U.S.A. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

About CultureTalk: CultureTalk is produced by the Five College Center for the Study 
of World Languages and housed on the LangMedia Website. The project provides 
students of language and culture with samples of people talking about their lives in the 
languages they use every day. The participants in CultureTalk interviews and discussions 
are of many different ages and walks of life. They are free to express themselves as they 
wish. The ideas and opinions presented here are those of the participants. Inclusion in 
CultureTalk does not represent endorsement of these ideas or opinions by the Five 
College Center for the Study of World Languages, Five Colleges, Incorporated, or any of 
its member institutions: Amherst College, Hampshire College, Mount Holyoke College, 
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