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English translation: 

 

Woman voice: Can you tell us what the difference is between the system in the West and 
the system in Egypt, in your opinion? 
 
Man (white shirt): Socially speaking, you mean? 
 
Woman voice: Yes. 
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Man (white shirt): No, of course, there is a very big difference. Egypt is one thing and 
any other country in the world is something completely different. Naturally, you all know 
that in the system outside, that the father and mother continue taking care of the son or 
the daughter until a certain age, and, after a certain age, the son and the father … sorry, 
the son or the daughter go and depend on themselves. They go take a flat for themselves, 
they go learn abroad, they spend their own money, and all this talk …. There isn’t the 
familial spirit that we have here in Cairo. Here we have the family part, in Cairo here, and 
friendship … and the spirit that is present here, I have not seen it anywhere else in the 
world. I went to live in Germany, I mean, sure, and I traveled to most of Europe, France 
… I went to all of Europe.  This spirit is not present at all. There isn’t the family spirit at 
all. Here in Cairo we have …. The week is seven days: you find yourself once for a day 
at this grandmother’s house,1 and you will find all the family gathered at this 
grandmother’s, the next day at the other grandmother’s house, the next day at who knows 
which paternal uncle’s house, the [next] day at who knows which maternal uncle’s house. 
 
During celebrations, we all gather in one place, in one house; we celebrate together. This 
spirit that is present, this spirit of family and gatherings that is present in Egypt, is not 
present anywhere else in the world.  
 
Woman voice: We like to stay together.  
 
Man (white shirt): Yes, of course! No, no, no -- here, there is … I don’t know which 
word to tell you … friendship, and gathering. As I said already, I am married, and I have 
a daughter who is just two years old.  I don’t believe that when she will reach sixteen 
years old, I will let her live by herself and such … we don’t have this kind of talk. We 
have, as Egyptians …  the daughter or the son does not leave his parents’ house except if 
he is getting married, and even if he gets married and he goes to the house that he will be 
married in, he remains among his relatives, and his relatives are with him; they even help 
him until they pass away, God forbid, so they keep helping him as if he is not outside of 
the house. There isn’t outside. And this is the advantage of Egyptians: the fact that 
Egyptians love one another, and there is a very high respectability with regards to 
everything we are in.  
If you travel abroad, if someone falls in the street, it is possible that no one will help him 
to get up. Here in Egypt, if someone falls or anything happens to anyone, you will find 
five hundred people gathered around him to help him, and, “where are you? We will do 
this for you,” and they get involved, and the people love one another and help one 
another.  
Look, I love my country very, very, very, very, very much. And I support anything that 
my country does outside of Egypt with my heart, and I get very hurt if we lose in 
something. Not precisely with regards to soccer -- you know that in Egypt the most 
important thing is soccer -- but I am talking about anything other than soccer … I mean 
soccer and everything else. But the thing I most like here is the friendship in people, how 
people love one another and care about each other … how you are able to go out, when 
you go out at night or you go have dinner,  and there is an overcrowding of people around 
you, and there is comradeship. If you go anywhere else abroad, you just go out alone; 
                                                 
1 House is implied here.  



there isn’t anyone to come sit with you, or go out with you. This is the most beautiful 
part, this friendship part, and the spirit that is here, to the extent that I am one of the 
people that does not approve of the idea of immigration, or that I [should] go and work 
outside of Egypt, because I won’t bear staying outside of Egypt.  
 
Woman voice: You need to stay among your relatives. 
 
Man (white shirt): Exactly.  
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