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English translation: 
Naglaa: The level … I want to know … which level were you teaching? Which?  Arabic 
VII ….VIII? … the ones that you were teaching? 
 
Nahla: I have been teaching Arabic VI. 
 
Naglaa: Is it advanced? 
 
Nahla: Somewhat, yes. 
 
Naglaa: The grammar was … the teaching of grammar in the book, I mean, in the book 
… does the book concentrate on grammar … or is the concentration more on the literary 
things.  
 

Nahla: Wallahi.1 There was a concentration on the grammar rules.  The grammar is 
introduced in a way to help the students to speak, not as separate grammatical rules that 
are rigid and should be memorized …. Actually, the book was not concentrating on this 
… it concentrates on the rule interacting with the dialogue or the conversations … that is 
what I mean …. 
 
Naglaa: Beautiful.  Even … if when we are teaching English … in Egypt … when we 
find a book that does not concentrate much [in that way], when it is all grammar, we 
really do not like [it]. 
 
Nahla: That is why I believe that Al-Kitaab is very popular among students of Arabic and 
they like it … because it presents the grammar in an easier way…students can understand 
more than they memorize.   
 
Naglaa: Have you taught Arabic to beginners? 
 
Nahla: To beginners … from scratch? No! 
 
Naglaa: I taught Level I and Level IV … but the first level was a group of students who 
were very [much] beginners … they have some comments … for example, the students 
commented on how different Arabic grammar is from English in certain areas, like the 
broken plural, feminine  plural, masculine plural. What about your students? Did you 
receive some comments from them? 
 
Nahla: Of course, I heard the same comments from my students, particularly that the 
Arabic language has rules that do not have counterparts to them in English, and that they 
                                                 
1 “I swear to God.” A phrase that’s used for emphasis.  



cannot find similar ones in English to compare them to. Direct similarities are usually 
easier to learn, while completely new rules need more time and effort. My students were 
really responsive and made a big effort. 
 
Naglaa: And doing their homework? 
 
Nahla: They have been doing all the homework. 
 
Naglaa: Yes … frankly, they make a big effort. When they have a difficult exercise to do 
they try to find help online or in other books. 
 
Nahla: Wallahi, I expect many of those students to move on to very advanced levels and 
achieve pretty good results.  
 
Naglaa: Ya rab,2 please God, give us the capacities to do our work, in’shaa’allah.3 
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2 A phrase that means I ask for God’s help. 
3 “If God wills.” 


