
CultureTalk Egypt Video Transcripts: http://langmedia.fivecolleges.edu 
Nubian Cultural Values 

 
Egyptian Arabic transcript : 
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English translation: 
 

Woman behind camera: You, sir, as a Nubian, can you tell us the general traits of the 
Nubians? I mean the personality traits -- their traits, I mean, such as generosity, for 
instance. 
 
Man (left): Securing [others] first.  
 
Naglaa: Hmmm. 
 
Man (left): Generosity and the kindness itself. I mean, no matter how mad we are with 
each other, we cannot take it. I mean, you look and find us quickly shaking hands and 
what? Forgive everything. This is among the …. 
 
Naglaa: True, by God, we have witnessed this subject; I mean, ah, although this is the 
first time we visit the Nub, and the first time we are in Aswan I mean. But honestly …. 
 
Man (right): And there is [another] one of the traits also … is if there is a senior person, 
he is responsible for all …. 
 
Man (left): Yes, in charge of all. 
 

Man (right): I mean, it’s possible that I’m traveling. 
 
Naglaa: Ummm. 
 
Man (right): Hajji Noor is here, and he’s a representative for me in taking care of my …. 
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Man (left): My house or anyone’s …. 
 
Naglaa: Yes. 
 
Man (right): Or in the town as a whole. I mean, the senior has what? A respected word.  
 
Man (left): Dignity. 
 
Man (right): … and dignity, and it’s possible that he …I mean unties and ties.1 
 
Woman behind camera: He’s considered the sheikh of the town. 
 
Man (left): Yes. 
 
Woman behind camera: But he wasn’t elected to be the sheikh of the town?  
 
Man (right): No, we don’t have that … we the people of the Bandar,2 we don’t have…  
[Mixed words]. 
 
Man (left): This happens in Khartoum, a city in Aswan.  
 
Naglaa: Yes. 
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1 A proverb meaning that a person has some power to solve problems and issues.  
2 Bandar is a place in Egypt.  


